11 AUG 1998
Lim
AH LEK LEAVING | T TO PM AND GOH TO SETTLE CPF | SSUE

SEREMBAN, Aug 11 (Bernama) -- The Human Resources Mnistry is |eaving
it to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad and hi s Si ngapore
count erpart Goh Chok Tong to settle a Ml aysi a- Si ngapore di spute over
wi t hdrawal of contributions fromthe republic's Central Provident Fund
(CPF).

The m ni ster Datuk LimAh Lek said he had witten to his Singapore
counterpart Dr Lee Boon Yang on the matter and Lee had responded

Limdid not elaborate on this.

"It's up to the top level now and | hope Singapore will be synpathetic
to the affected workers because this noney belongs to them so | hope they
will look at this issue positively," Limsaid.

He was responding to reporters' queries on the |atest devel opnent on
the CPF i ssue when approached after opening a Negeri Senbilan Wishu and
Li on Dance conpetition here | ast night.

According to Lim the CPF to date holds nore than S$1 billion in
contributions by Ml aysi an workers in Singapore.

Limsaid;" I"'msure this issue will be raised by our prinme mnister
wi th Singapore prine mnister Goh Chok Tong. But how the response is up to
Singapore...it is not up to us. W are maki ng an appeal because we feel

that they should not discrininate."
He questioned why Mal aysi an workers from Sabah and Sar awak coul d
wi thdraw t heir CPF contributions, but not those from peninsul ar Ml aysi a,
upon ceasi ng enploynent in the republic.
The CPF rul es that peninsul ar Ml aysi ans no | onger enployed in
Si ngapore could only withdraw their CPF contributions upon reachi ng 55.
"I"amsure Singapore will be able to consider our appeal. The noney
does not belong to the governnent neither it belong to the Singapore
governnent, it belongs to our workers," Limadded.
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