10/ 02/ 1998

Ahrmad Zahi d: Al l ow contests where changes are needed

SEREMBAN, Mon. - The Umo Youth supports the no-contest call by party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad but chal | enges shoul d be al |l owed
at divisions where change was necessary.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di said that the no-contest cal
shoul d not enconpass divisions where a change in the divisional head' s
post was necessary for the party's progress.

Dr Mahathir had, after chairing the Kelantan Umo |iaison committee
nmeeting last nonth in Kota Baru, said that there should not be any contest
for the post of divisional chief in Kelantan except for Gua Misang.

The Prime M nister, who is party president and the State |iaison chief,
said the decision only applied to Kel antan but he wanted to see a
conproni se for the other Umo divisions.

Dr Mahathir cited party unity and the need to strengthen Umo in the
State as reasons for the agreenent.

"I amoptimstic with what the Prinme Mnister has said but we nmust al so
| ook at the needs of the division's grass roots as the strength of a
| eader revolves round his grassroot support,” Ahnmad Zahid said.

Speaki ng after attending a Umo gathering orgai nsed by the Serenban Umo
di vi sion here yesterday, he said Umo Youth was very open on the nmatter.

But he said Umo Youth felt that they should be given a chance to
contest as Umo Youth was different fromUmo Wanita who had no age limt
in holding posts at Youth |evel.

He said that as nmenbers of the Umo Youth grew ol der, they would
definitely want to contest for divisional posts but not neccessarily the
hi ghest posts avail abl e.

"I't would be practical to give theman opportunity to at |east contest a
Umo division committee seat.

"Otherwi se, the talent and potential of these Youth |l eaders will sinply
fade away with tinme."

He said at least 40 to 50 per cent of Umo Youth menbers who had reached
the age limt should be given this opportunity to allow continuity in
t heir | eadershi p.
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