11/ 09/ 1998

Air Unit gets fire-fighting helicopters

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Two Russi an-made dedi cated helicopters for fire-
fighting and rescue operations were handed over today to the new y-forned
Air Unit of the Fire and Rescue Departnment in a cerenony w tnessed by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

The two M-17 IV copters were handed over by chairman and president of
Airod Sdn Bhd, Tan Sri Ahnad Johan to Housi ng and Local Gover nment
M ni ster Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh at the Airod facility in Subang, near
her e.

Dr Mahathir who, an Airod statenment said, nmooted the idea of having the
dedi cated helicopters, |ater naned the helicopters Pekaka (ki ngfisher) and
Enggang (hornbill).

Ai rod supplied the Kazan- manufactured helicopters and fire fighting
equi prent in three nonths, thus realising its contract with the Gover nnent
inrecord tinme.

Oficials said the helicopters would be in operation for the 16th
Commonweal t h Ganes fromt onorrow.

They will be operated by Royal Mal aysian Air Force flight crew - six
pilots and six flight engi neers had been seconded to the Air Unit - and
the Fire and Rescue Depart nent

Ting told reporters that the helicopters - acquired at US$5 million
(RML9 million) each - would only be fully-operational in about six nonths.
Their uses would, inthe interim be confined to transport and rescue
operations.

Addi ti onal equi pment woul d have to be installed to get the helicopters
ready for fire-fighting operations. Such equi pnent includes the "bambi
bucket” with a capacity of 3,000kg of water and chemical dispensers.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar was al so present.
( END)
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