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Mal aysia's future fast taking shape

Raj eshpal Si ngh

JUST sout h of Kual a Lunpur, Mal aysia's bet for the next mllenniumis

rapi dly taki ng concrete shape. Wil e the soaring pi nnacl es of the Petronas
Twin Towers and the nature-friendly new Kual a Lunpur International Airport
are already in place, work i s ahead of schedul e on the ot her conponents of
the vehicle that will drive Malaysiainto the information technology (IT)
age.

In an amazingly short time, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s vi sion of building a world-class nultinmedia hub fromscratch to
take Mal aysia into the 21st century is turningintoreality.

Wthin ayear, the new intelligent' governnment adninistrative centre of
Putrajaya and the I T-driven residential, commerci al and educati onal centre
of Cyberjaya will conplete the recipe that will go i nto making the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC)

Covering an area 15kmw de by 50km running fromthe Petronas Towers -
at 474 metres the world's tallest building - right up to the new
international airport in Sepang, the MsC ains to offer an attractive hone
tothe world's leading I T and nul ti medi a conpani es.

Eventual | y t he gover nnent hopes the MSC wi || becone a gl obal busi ness
centre where the big players in multinedia and IT will locate their
regi onal business units. The MSCwi ||l be a pl ace where nul tinedi a products
and services are created, used, and i nproved to serve regi onal and world
mar ket s.

To get into the MSC, conpanies will have to be providers or heavy users
of multimedi a products and services, or be engaged in research and
devel opnent. They al so have to enpl oy a substantial nunber of know edge
and | T- based workers.

Thus far about 113 conpani es have been granted ' MSC status', which
entitles themto a 10-point Bill of Guarantee and various financial and
non-financial incentives to make it worth their while to take the MSC
seriously.

The Bill of Guarantee is a reflection of the governnent's conmitnent to
the MSC. Its 10 points include prom ses that conpanies in the MSC will
have wor |l d-cl ass physical and informationinfrastructure, unrestricted
freedomto hire non-Ml aysi ans, freedomof ownership, freedomof gl oba
access to capital resources and ot her financial incentives.

It al so guarantees that conpanies will receive protection of
intellectual property rights through newl aws, cheap tel ecomtariffs, no
censorship of the Internet, and i nmpl ementati on and enf or cement of MsSC
rul es and regul ati ons by a hi gh- powered agency.

As an additional lure to get the biggest foreign fishin - and some
pretty big fish have been hooked - the governnent has al so passed the
worl d's first cyberlaws. Specifically witten to address the possible
| egal needs of multinedia and I T conpani es, the cyberlaws are intended to
create a stabl e environnment conducive to MSC- conpanies. It seeks to
pronot e t he devel opment of el ectroni c conmerce and ot her mul timedi a
appl i cations and servi ces, besides ensuringintellectual property rights.

Nonet hel ess whil e the i nk on paper m ght | ook good to everyone, it wll
be the actual ability of the government to deliver the goods it prom sed
that will deci de whet her the MSC becones a new I T capital of the world.

I nvestors Digest recently had a tour of Putrajaya and its Sianese twin
Cyberjaya, thanks to the peopl e at Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, whi ch reveal ed



t hat econonic crisis notw thstanding, the people entrusted to deliver the
wor | d- cl ass physical and information infrastructure in the MSC have things
very much in control.
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