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AL GORE UNDER FI RE AS APEC SUWM T Kl CKS OFF

By: E. Sivabal an
KUALA LUVPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- U. S. Vice-President A Gore brought

with himto Kual a Lunpur the "Anmerican nessage" -- Denocracy and
Sel f- Governnent -- apparently not realising that Malaysia is a practising
denocracy having attai ned sel f-government and i ndependence in 1957.

Barely 24 hours after setting foot on Mal aysian soil, Gore turned the
m ghty American guns on crisis-hit Asian economes for "ignoring calls for
reforms and denocracy” despite chilling reports of human rights abuses back
horre.

"Anong nations suffering econonmic crisis, we continue to hear calls for
denocracy in many | anguages," CGore said at an Apec Busi ness Sunmit di nner
on the eve of the Apec | eaders sunmmt here.

He tried to inpress upon his audi ence which included somre world | eaders
as well as Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and over 1, 000
captains of industry on the need for countries to have greater denocracy
and transparency.

Core standing in for President Bill Cinton for the Apec sumit said
that denocracy conferred a stanp of legitinmacy that reforns nust have in
order to be effective.

Core's statenment ignited sharp protests and enraged both foreign and
| ocal | eaders who accused himof meddling in the internal affairs of
soverei gn nations.

"Rude", "Arrogant"”, "Double Standards", "lrresponsi be" were sone of the
words used to describe Gore's speech. However speaking to reporters today
the Vice President said he was "proud"” to deliver the American nessage of
denocracy.

He incurred the wath of Ml aysian International Trade and I ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz who said it was "the nost disgusting
speech 1've heard in ny life".

"To ne, as a governnent mnister, | amdisgusted,” she decl ared.

Si ngapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong said Apec | eaders shoul d not
stray fromeconom c i ssues.

"Leaders who want to bring up political issues should do so at
bil ateral neetings rather than use the regional econonic forum" Goh said.

New Zeal and Prinme M nister Jenny Shipley said she was worried that
CGore's "negaphone di pl onmacy” was t hreat eni ng Apec.

Core's statement also net with sharp criticisns fromhis own people.

Noel Goul d, a nenber of the US-Asean Business Council, said it was
unfortunate that Gore took "a dramatically different approach" although
Mal aysi a had been a "great" host for the Asia-Pacific Econoni c Cooperation
forum

Sone felt that Gore's statenent coul d backfire.

A Chi nese del egate said Dr Mahathir had won nany new supporters and
CGore had "basically shot hinself in the foot. It was both inappropriate and
the wong tine on a wong subject matter."

Reporters who covered the dinner here |l ast night said that soon after
CGore spoke and wal ked out of the dinner, nmany foreign | eaders and del egates
went up and spoke to Dr Mahathir.

But one Apec del egate decided to go a step further in his criticism of
Core' s di nner speech.

He said that while Gore spoke about denpbcracy and human rights, nore
than 1.7 million people are in prisons in the United States with nore than



60 percent of themfromethnic mnorities.

Ammesty International, a human rights group in its recent report
entitled "United States: Rights for AIl" spoke of "a persistent and
wi despread pattern of human rights violations” in the United States.

The study pointed to "entrenched and nati onwi de police brutality.” It
hi ghl i ghted t he physical and sexual abuse of prisoners many of whom bei ng
hel d i n i nhuman and degradi ng condi ti ons.

Ammesty noted that the substance of the report provides a "sonetines
chilling indictnment of federal and state authorities in the U S."

"When its own house is not in order, it makes it far harder for the
U S to take the kind of |eadership role in international human rights that
many of us in Amesty would like to see it take,"” said WIIliam Schul z,
executive director of the Anerican chapter of the London-based Amesty
I nt ernati onal

Ammesty, a long-tinme opponent of the dealth penalty, alleges that in
the U.S. it is used in a way which was "racist, arbitrary and unfair."

Onservers said that in short the U. S. has been accused of double
standards; preaching lofty principles at hone and abroad whil e not abidi ng
by these hi gh standards itself.

"There is nmuch ammunition here for Anerica's critics,
political observer.

- - BERNANVA

ES AAM

sai d one



	AL GORE UNDER FIRE AS APEC SUMMIT KICKS OFF (Bernama 17/11/1998)

