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APEC- NEW5- DI SGUSTI NG LEAD
AL GORE' S SPEECH MOST DI SGUSTI NG I N MY LI FE, SAYS RAFI DAH

By: Azlina Aziz & Durga Varnma

KUALA LUVPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The Mnister of International Trade
and I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz slanmed US Vice-President Al Gore's
speech at the Apec Business Summit di nner here tonight, saying that it was
nost di sgusting for the Nunmber Two man in America to condone riots and
street denonstrations in Ml aysia.

A clearly incensed Rafidah, who al so attended the function at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre here, told Bernama that "it was a nost di sgusting
speech" and smacked of blatant interference in Malaysia's donmestic affairs.

Addr essi ng over 1,000 top-level governnment officials and captains of
industry fromthe Pacific Rm GCore irked the many Mal aysi an di ners present
when he referred to the people involved in the reformati on novenent as
"brave" peopl e.

"I amsurprised a man like Al Gore woul d condone riots and
denonstrations and calling these novenents as people power and to even say
those involved in the "reformasi" novenent were brave peopl e of Ml aysi a.

"That is a direct interference in the donestic affairs of the country,"
said Rafidah."l hope that | would never hear such a di sgusting speech
again. My goodness, (it is) such a blinkered outlook."

Gore's remar ks somewhat smacked of intrusion into the affairs of
anot her country and crossed the borders of international diplonmacy, simlar
to the condescending attitude displayed by US Secretary of State Madel ei ne
Al bri ght yesterday.

Al bright, who also attended the Apec ministerial mneetings here, spoke
of US concerns as to whether fornmer Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim who is facing charges of corruption and sexual m sconduct, would
get a fair trial.

Rafi dah said that Gore's renmarks "perhaps reflects the narrow m ndeness
of some poeple who do not undertand what things are all about around here."

"I couldn't care | ess what the US wants to offer to anyone in the
worl d. They can't buy us so cheap," she said.

Asked to conment on the views by a delegate that Gore's comment was not
meant for Ml aysia but for Apec countries, she said:

"Li sten, when you say +Reformasi and brave peopl e of Ml aysia, who do
you think he is kidding now?

"That is the nost disgusting attitude and | pity the Americans. | have
many American friends based here who have apol ogi sed profusely for their so
cal |l ed vice-president,” Rafidah said.

As far as she was concerned, she said Apec would survive whet her Gore
was here or not.

She said it was a pity that the Apec Busi ness Advisory Council's (Abac)
fine work was spoilt by Gore tonight.

When asked by a foreign reporter whether she was angry, the mnister
reiterated that she was totally disgusted with what Gore had said.

Rafi dah said this total | etdown by the Anerican official was uncall ed
for as so nmuch ent husi asm had been shown by those involved in Abac.

But Rafidah mai ntai ned that despite Gore's speech, the Apec spirit
woul d not fl ag.

"W will not allow this narrow mnmnded attitutde in sonme people to |et
us down, " she sai d.

The nminister said there was so much to |l ook forward to in Apec in which
people really put their mnds to achieve econom c recovery.



On whet her such a speech was expected, she said: "W al ways expect
| ectures frompeople...we are so used to it but never in such a disgusting
manner and rude, and interfering in local affairs. | nean sonebody should
have tol d hi mabout his nmanners.”

When asked about what was Dr Mahathir's inpression about the speech,
Rafi dah said: "Ch no, our prine mnister perhaps is not as uncouth as | am
but I amsure he feels bad." -- BERNAMA
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