08 OCT 1998
Al at as- Vi si t
ALATAS DEN ES SPECULATI ONS OVER HABI Bl E' S CANCELLED VISIT

JAKARTA, COct 8 (Bernamm) -- Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas today denied
specul ations that President B.J. Habibie cancelled his planned visit to
Kual a Lunpur due to political devel opments in Ml aysi a.

"I want to make it clear that the cancellation has nothing to do with
the devel opnents in Mal aysia after Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sacked Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas Deputy Prinme M nister and
Fi nance M nister,” he told reporters after neeting Habi bie at the Merdeka
Pal ace, here.

Habi bi e was schedul ed to nake a one-day visit to Malaysia in the mddle
of this nonth to discuss bilateral matters and other issues with Dr
Mahat hir.

State Secretary Akbar Tanjung announced two days ago that Habi bi e had
cancelled the visit owing to tight state duties requiring himto rermain in
the country in the next few nonths.

Al atas reaffirmed the reasons behind the cancellation of the visit.

He said it would be difficult for the president to nake an overseas
trip when there is no vice-president to take over state duties in his
absence.

"This is the reason why Habibie did not attend | ast nonth's Non-Aligned
Movenment Sunmit in South Africa and the recent cancellation of his visit to
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

However, no deci si on has been nmade on whet her Habi bi e woul d attend next
mont h'' s APEC (Asi a- Paci fi c Economi ¢ Co-operation) Leaders' Sunmit in Kuala
Lunpur and the Asean Sunmit in Hanoi, Vietnam

"If the president decides not to attend the APEC or the Asean summt,
it is due to his tight schedul es at hone preventing himfroml eaving the
country and not because of other specul ative and hypot hetical reasons,"” he
sai d.

Al atas said bilateral rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and | ndonesi a remnai ned
good and had not been affected by recent political devel opnents in
Mal aysi a.

On Habibie's nmeeting with Philippine President Joseph Estrada on Batam
i sl and next Tuesday, Alatas said it was held at the request of Estrada.

He said Estrada, who would attend the World Econom ¢ Forumin Singapore
on Cct 13 and 14, had requested for a neeting with Habi bie.

As this would be the first nmeeting between the two new presidents, they
m ght exchange views on strengthening bilateral ties and devel opnents in
t he Asean regi on, he added.
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