13 OCT 1998
APEC- TRADE
ALL APEC ECONOM ES TO PARTI Cl PATE I N TRADE FAIR

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 13 (Bernamm) -- Al nenber econom es of the Asia
Paci fi ¢ Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC) have confirmed their participation at
the Third APEC International Trade Fair 98, due to be held in Kuala Lunpur
fromNov 13-16, 1998.

Menber - desi ghat es Peru, Russia and Vi et nam have al so confirned their
participation, chief executive of the Ml aysi an External Trade Devel opnent
Cor porati on ( MATRADE) Mbhammed Abdul Hal i m Abdul Rahman told a press
conference here today.

MATRADE is the host organisation for the fair while FMM Exhibition
Servi ces Sdn Bhd and Reed Exhi bitions Sdn Bhd are organi ser and event
manager, respectively for the exhibition.

The trade fair will be officiated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Nov 13.

"We are happy to note that all nenber economes will participate in
this year's APEC trade fair despite the current economc crisis experienced
in sone econonies," said Mohamed.

"The participation of these economes certainly reflect their
confidence in the econony of the region and of the enornmous opportunities
that |ie ahead," he said.

Wth 20,000 visitors expected to attend the fair including trade buyers
fromoverseas, it will be an excellent venue for APEC econonies to pronote
their products, services and technol ogi es, he added.

Mohamred said in 1996, APEC econom es accounted for 46 percent of
global trade, with intra-APEC trade totalling to US$3.53 trillion. These
consisted of US$1.78 trillion in exports and US$1.75 trillion in inports,
he sai d.

As for Mal aysia, trade with APEC economies in 1997 fornmed 78 percent of
its global trade, ambunting to RVMB45.9 billion last year fromRML22.5
billion in 1990.

"Wth the inclusion of Peru, Russia and Vietnamin APEC by Nov this
year, trade volune within APEC is even greater," Mhamed said. He however,
could not give an actual figure on how rmuch the increase would be.

Thened "Enhanci ng G obal Conpetitiveness Through Technol ogy and Human
Resour ce Devel opnent™ the trade fair will focus on new technol ogi es and
skill ed manpower that contribute to the devel opnent of APEC economi es.

It will also feature products, technol ogi es and programes related to
"Enmer gency Preparedness” as APEC strives to build expertise in this area to
handl e environnental crisis in the region.

Anong t he products and services which will be pronoted include
hi gh-tech conputer parts and conponents, el ectrical appliances,

t el ecommuni cati ons equi pnent, food products, furniture, banking, automative
parts and engi neering consul t ancy.

To date, nore than sixty Mal aysi an conpani es consi sting of major firns
and SM busi nesses have confirnmed their participation in the fair including
Petronas, DRB-H com Group, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd, Gol den Hope Pl ant ati ons,
Renong Group and Cel com Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd.

Si mul t aneously, MATRADE wi |l al so organi se the APEC Busi ness Forum from
Nov 13-16 at the sane venue of the trade fair, Mhamed sai d.

To date, 11 econom es have confirned their presentations and they are
Canada, Chile, Mexico, New Zeal and, Philli ppines, Singapore, Chinese
Tai pei, Thailand, the U S., Peru and Russia, he noted. -- BERNANVA
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