11 AUG 1998
Anwar - Reacti on
ALL ROUND SUPPORT FOR ANVAR S ANNOUNCEMENT

PULAU PI NANG, Aug 11 (Bernamm) -- Ummo | eaders said today the early
announcenent by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimto nom nate Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad for the party presidency will put to rest specul ations that Anwar
will vie for the post.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chi k said the announcenent
woul d put a stop to talk that Anwar woul d chal |l enge Dr Mahathir in next
year's party el ection.

He said Pulau Pinang m ght be the first state to make such an
announcenent officially and he believed other states would follow suit.

" Anwar's announcenent this tine will have a strong inpact as it is
made officially in this state," he said.

Anwar reiterated today that he will not contest the Umo presidency in
the party's el ection next year when speaking at the opening of the Pul au
Pi nang Umo bui |l di ng "Menara Umo" by Dr Mahathir at Jal an Macalister.

Anwar, who is Umo Deputy President and al so Pul au Pi nang Umo Liai son
chief, said all divisions in the state would nom nate Dr Mahathir to retain
his post.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said Anwar's deci sion not
to vie for the Number One post nust be respected by all party nenbers.

Deputy Human Resources M nister Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
Anwar had made a serious statenent, naking it clear that he woul d not
contest for the post.

He did not want anyone to pit himagainst Dr Mahathir, he said.

Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr |brahim
Saad sai d Anwar's announcenment was the stand of the Pulau Pinang Umo to
retain the positions of the two | eaders.

" Hence, there is no reason for anyone to tal k about the challenge for
the president's post as Anwar has reiterated his stand seriously,” he
added.
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