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Al'l the Gorey details
Noor di n Sopi ee

VERY few Mal aysi ans were at the Gala Dinner of the Asia Pacific Econonic
Cooperation (Apec) Business Sumit where US Vice President Al Core

carefully planned his remarks and his deliberate act of insult. | was.

| was there as one of the organisers. | sat through the entire
proceedi ngs and | nust confess that I was stung by his final coments.
When CGore finished, | started to clap and it took ne a full five seconds
before |I stopped. | suppose a lifetinme of training and conditioning got in
the way of what | shoul d have done.

| was so upset that the first thing the next day, | called up the New
Straits Tinmes and asked themwhet her | could take a one-page adverti senent
to express ny views. | asked themhow nmuch it would cost.

The paper canme back two hours later to say that a page coul d i ndeed be
found and that the | owest, absolutely | owest cost (special to ne because
had once worked with the newspaper) woul d be RML4, 500.

| took a deep breath. And proceeded to wite the text. (In case you
mssed it, it is reproduced as part of this letter).

The norning it was published (Wdnesday), | received many phone calls
and faxes. Sonmeone who was a fellow student in England, who has therefore
known nme for nore than 30 years, said: "Wah ... | didn't know you have a

tenmper!" Many of ny friends and many who have heard ne speak all over the
worl d are very surprised because over the decades they have known ne as a
very diplomatic sort of fell ow who woul d never, never call a spade "a

bl oody shovel "

| am in fact, the sort of person who would invariably call a bl oody
shovel "a spade".

| have therefore tried to ask nyself why it is that | was and still am
very angry. Is it because of what CGore said in his speech? Is it because
felt so sorry for our Prime Mnister who sat through the whole thing from
beginning to end, smling as well-bred Mal aysi ans are taught to do on
occasi ons such as these?

Core's speech was unadul terated kindergarten stuff. A nmediocre first-
year political science student would be able to match the sophistication.

| happen to believe that denbcracy is a noral good. And nost often it is
the nost productive systemthat any society can have. | do agree with
Wnston Churchill that despite its many flaws and weaknesses, it is the
best system of governnent so far invented.

| happen to believe that even if denbcracy is not productive and optina
in econonic terns - in certain societies, in certain circunstances and at
certain stages - this does not necessarily nean that denocracy shoul d be
abandoned or deni ed,

Core says sonething that he cannot possibly believe: that a nation
cannot possi bly have economic growh and prosperity unless it is a
denocracy and a nobst Anerican denbcracy at that. (He surely does not need
rem nding that the fastest grow ng econonies in Apec, anongst those in the
very roomin which he spoke, are not all denocracies).

I have been told that many in the US Government in Washington had tried
to have the speech re-witten, as did the Anerican Anbassador in Kual a
Lunpur.

It would seemthat nothing | ess than a specific, calculated insult to
Mal aysia in terns of words and action would do if Gore was to reap
sufficient capital for the run for the US Presidency on which he has



al ready enbar ked.

| amafraid | cannot inmagine that what he said is for the benefit of the
Mal aysi an people. It is so cynically, so blatantly, for the benefit of
Presi dential hopeful Al Core.

Even this is not the conplete reason for ny anger. | think I was so
enraged not so nuch because of what was said but because of what was done
The Americans had specifically agreed, and given the undertaking, that
after speaking, Gore would sit and go through the first course before
| eavi ng for another appointnent. Instead, he had his say and he rudely

left. He was intent on insult.

The Anerican aides had insisted that the air-conditioning in the hall be
turned of f on grounds that poison gas could be put through the air-con
ducts and therefore threaten Vice President Gore. (The death of the one
t housand ot her guests, including the heads of nmany governnents incl uding
our Prime Mnister, does not, of course, count). | amproud that the
Mal aysi an engi neers stood their ground and refused to obey instructions.

Even before the Gala Dinner itself, the announcer had been given a
detail ed text about the announcenments that had to be rmade. Cbviously,
Core's arrival had to be announced. Then, as protocol dictates, the
arrival of the Prinme Mnister of Ml aysia.

On the night itself, Gore's staff ordered the announcer to first
announce the arrival of the Prine Mnister of Malaysia. Only then, she was
instructed, could she announce the arrival of Gore. CGore would thus be the
|last to enter the hall. That would be the order of precedence.

Fortunately, one of the Ml aysian organisers had the gall to informthe
Anerican staffer that we were not there to take orders from Anericans. The
announcer was told to announce the arrival of CGore first; then the arrival
of the Prime Mnister of Ml aysia.

When the entee actually announced the arrival of Gore, he refused to
enter the hall. She then announced the arrival of Dr Mahatliir. The PM
who cane froma different holdin room (because the Gore team had insi sted
that unlike all the other Presidents and Prinme M nisters, Gore nmust have a
separate waiting room which only he woul d occupy) duly wal ked into the
hal I .

It was only after our Prine Mnister entered the hall that CGore dei gned
to enter.

And when he did so, he deliberately shook the hands of two others before
shaki ng the hand of the Prinme M nister, who was politely waiting to greet
hi m

More than a week before the event, | had been warmy entertained by a
top US official and led to believe that the US woul d not be raising the
i ssue of human rights and denocracy at the Apec neeti ng.

(This proved to be technically correct because Core raised the issue at
t he Apec Business Sunmmit, a Non Governmental Organisation event, before
the Apec neeting, not at the Apec neeting itself. | have been told that
during the subsequent Apec | eaders neeting over the next two days, which
were not reported or reportable, CGore said absolutely nothing about
denocracy and human rights. Perhaps sone clever lawers will tell ne that
the Americans were true to their word).

The Anerican Governnment had kept up the el aborate pretense that US
President Bill dinton would be com ng when they had no i ntention of
having Cinton at Apec and in Kuala Lunpur.

The subject of the dinner speech at the Apec Business Sumit to which
the Anmericans had agreed was ... "My Vision of the Pacific Comunity". An
outline of that speech had been conveyed to the Ml aysi an organsers. That
outline addressed the agreed topic. There were no of fensive points or
remar ks, which was why the organisers were rel axed and ready for a truly



gal a di nner when the Gore bonbshell hit the fans.

I have no evidence to suggest that the Americans deliberately conveyed
the outline to us in order to m slead the organi sers, who ot herw se woul d
have cancel ed the di nner speech. But then neither do | have any evi dence
to suggest that a clear attenpt at decepti on was not nount ed.

We in the organisation conmittee should have snelt sonethi ng when the
Ameri cans were so accon-unodating up front. | may be wong. But with the
benefit of hindsight, it would seemthat they were prepared to nmake any
prom se, accomodate any request and do whatever was necessary to ensure
that Gore had an opportunity to fling nmud in our face - before the eyes of
the world and nore inportantly, before the eyes of the Anerican
el ectorate.

I must say that since | lost my "cool"” and put in ny expensive
advertisenent, things have happened which | could not have i magi ned. An
American friend of mine in an American conpany in Singapore phoned to
apol ogi se to ne personal ly,

How di d he know about the uproar? Because the Ml aysi ans working in the
conpany in Singapore are up in arms and don't mnd if the bosses knowit.
(Per haps sonebody should tell themthat nbst Anerican executives in the
region are horrified by the Gore insult).

Anyway, how did the Mal aysians in this conmpany know about what was
happening in Ml aysia? "I don't know, but they all know, " he said.

"Mal aysi a and Si ngapore are pretty cl ose".

| amtold that the tel ephone "hotline" that sone have set up to take
calls fromangry Ml aysi ans has been jamed solid. Perhaps they should
have a battery of tel ephones instead of just one line.

I have been particularly touched by a letter fromone "girl" who wote
some very strong words (which are quite unprintable). She ends by sayi ng:
"I amnow relieved for taking this off my chest." Her signature | cannot
deci pher but she signs off as "an ordinary working girl in KL (but not so
ordinary after all, after yesterday)"

Nationalismis a very powerful force. Those who tal k of globalisation
and the passing of the nation state mght once in a while bear that in
m nd.

My nother and ny father taught me to love nmy country. They taught mne
well. | hope that my wife and | have simlarly taught our three boys.

Li ke ot her Ml aysians, there are many things in Ml aysia today which we
don't like and which upsets us.

I would like to apol ogi se nost humbly if | caused of fense; but | cannot
stand the corrupt practices, the cheating and the di shonesty that | see so
often, in so many pl aces.

We deserve many of the criticisns that have been made by Ml aysi ans and
by foreigners. Many, many things are wong and have to be put right.
(Al'though it is us Ml aysi ans who nust get the job done, not visitors on
the way to sonmewhere el se who spend two days on our soil).

| have reached that point in ny life when | will not stand for stupid,

i gnorant, kurang ajar idiots insulting ny country in pursuit of their own

agenda.
I will no longer stand for it.
And | amproud that | amnot one. | stand in the conpany of nillions of

my fell ow Mal aysi ans.
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