27/ 01/ 1998
“All egations made to create probl ens'

Mani sah Ismail; N k I nran Abdul | ah

KOTA BARU, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad today di sm ssed

al l egations that the Government was inefficient, corrupt and practised
favouritism

The Prime M nister said these allegations were intended to weaken the
ringgit and create econom c problens in the country.

He added the country enjoyed better econom c growth than other
devel opi ng countri es.

"Mal aysi a had made trenmendous achi evenents," he said at the breaking of
fast at Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa's residence at Sri
Puri in Bukit Marak today.

"Qur econonmic growth is nuch better than other devel oping countries.
This shows the Government is not inefficient as alleged. The country
progresses because it has a capabl e Governnment whi ch knows how to devel op
it," he said.

Al so present were Kel antan Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul Hali m Abdul Rahman
and State Secretary Datuk Wan Hashi m Wan Daud.

The breaking of fast was al so attended by Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M ni st er Datuk Mustapa Mohaned, Dewan Negara president Tan Sri Mhaned
Yaacob, Umo Suprene Council nenbers and | eaders of Bari san Nasi onal
conmponent parties in Kel antan.

Dr Mahathir had earlier chaired the State Umo |iaison comittee
meeting. He was acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali.

However, the Prime Mnister said the depreciation of the ringgit had
made the country poor and as a result, various problens have cropped up.

"It has affected our business, trade and possibly a few conpanies will
suf fer | osses.™

To overcome the problem Dr Mahathir said the people nust set aside
politics, race and other matters and give priority to defend the econony.

"God willing, if we are united and assist the Governnent inits efforts
to overconme the problem we will be able to defend our country, especially
fromhaving to rely on the International Mnetary Fund for assistance."”

The Prime Mnister later performed the terawi h prayers before | eaving
for Kual a Lunpur.
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