13/ 08/ 1998
"Allow ITMto set up nedical faculty'

reports on "Dewan Negara" by Raml an Sai d; Hayati Hayatudin
I NSTI TUT Teknol ogi Mara should be allowed to set up a nedical faculty to
hel p produce nore doctors to alleviate the shortage faced in the country.

In proposing this, Senator Datuk |IbrahimAli asked why this had not been
done though a worki ng paper had been subnmitted to the authorities.

Debati ng the Supplenmentary Supply Bill 1998, he said the country needed
nmore doctors, especially anong the Mal ays. A nedical faculty at 1TM coul d
overcone this probl em

The Bill was |ater passed after a debate involving 18 senators. |brahim
al so hit out at the Research Assessnment Conmittee under the Mnistry of
Heal t h, saying there were conplaints that applications for grants from
mnistry officials and other individuals had been rejected.

As the rejected applications involved those subnmitted nmainly by Ml ay
of ficials, questions had been rai sed whether the comittee had acted
fairly as the majority of its nenmbers were non- Ml ays.

The conmittee is chaired by the Health Mnistry deputy director-genera
(Research and Techni cal Support) Datuk Dr M Jegat hesan, wth another 14
nmenber s.

| brahi mal so suggested that a | aboratory be set up under the
jurisdiction of Pusat Islamto carry out halal tests on food and ot her
items used by Muslins.

"Scientific analysis is required. The systemwhere the halal certificate
is issued following visits by officials to factories is no | onger
sufficient."

The nass nedia, especially the New Straits Tinmes, won praise from
| brahimfor daily coverage of the proceedings in the House.

He said the reports, which showed active participation of senators in
debating and raising issues, proved that they were not only warning their
seats and the House was not nerely a rubber stanp, as alleged by
Qpposition |l eader LimKit Siang.

On the econony, lbrahimsaid runmoburs of the purported rift between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mwere churned out to create instability.

That was why, he added, Anwar's pledge of loyalty to Dr Mahathir in
Penang yesterday was significant as it would hel p strengthen the econony.
He agreed with Senator Datuk Hashim Safin that this was not the first

time Anwar had pl edged publicly his support for Dr Mahathir.

Earlier, Senator Datuk Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman referred the downgradi ng
the rating of Malaysia by international rating agenci es. These agenci es
al ways spoke of transparency but this was not reflected in their action.

"They are based far away from Mal aysia...they at |east should try and
get alternative views."

He proposed that a fair and unbi ased rating agency be established,
per haps under the International Monetary Fund.

He al so spoke on last Friday's runours, circulated through the Internet
of di sturbances reportedly in the Chow Kit area.

Abdul Aziz said the runours should be countered i medi ately. The
M nistry of Information should have aired footages of the calmin Chow Kit
that night itself and not wait until the next day to do so.

Senat or Yi m Chee Chong praised the Governnent for its ability to provide
funds despite the econom ¢ downturn.

Touching on the custons, immgration and quarantine checkpoint rowwth



Si ngapore, Yimadvised the republic to learn to respect its nei ghbours.

He "thanked"” the republic for starting the dispute as it had
consol i dated support fromall quarters in the country for the Governnent.

Senat or Khadi j ah Awang urged the Governnent to eradi cate abuse of power
by its agenci es and departments.

Senat or Abdi I | ah Abdul Rahi m spoke on efforts to turn the country into a
centre of excellence in education.

However, he expressed fears that this could result in lecturers in
public institutions of higher [earning |leaving for the private sector,
besi des poor students being deprived of tertiary education due to high
f ees.

He suggested that while efforts were made to upgrade education, enphasis
shoul d be placed on creating "niche" universities specialising in certain
areas, |ike Harvard which was well known for its MBA courses.

Senat or Tee Thiong Hock felt a lack of focus had contributed to the
situation where agriculture and food production had been given | ow
priority by many.

He said food production could be enhanced firstly, by increasing the
I and under cultivation, and by increasing productivity.

"The Tanjung Karang padi area in Sel angor has shown that a high yield
can be achieved. What's needed now is for other padi-planting areas to
emul ate it."

Senat or Datuk Zai nudin Maidin said Mal aysi ans today were so caught up in
the corporate world that they had forgotten about agriculture.

"Take for exanple the Wakil Rakyat...do they still neet the farners and
get to know thenf? These days they are busy politicking!"
Zainudin told a story about a chili farmer in Mehrang who was able to

earn RML, 000 a nont h.

"For sonmebody in Mehrang, this is a lot of nobney," he said, adding that
he did not understand why marketing was supposedly the problem

"When | visit supermarkets like Carrefour, G ant Hypernmarket and Makro,
there seens to be no problemin marketing."

Al so taking part in the debate was Senator Datuk CGhazi Ramli who
suggest ed research and thi nk-tank bodi es conduct analysis on the country's
econom ¢ probl ens.

"Those like the Institute of Strategic and International Studies and the
Mal aysi an Institute of Economi c Research should carry out research locally
and abr oad.

"The findings can be used by us and ot her regi onal nei ghbours to better
conmpr ehend t he situati on.

"So when the next econom c sl owdown takes place, say in the next 10
years, we can | ook back at this tinme, renenber and know how to handle it.

"The experiences now wi || be npbst valuable to us |ater,” Ghazi said.

He al so highlighted the issus of banks giving out | oans for schenes such
as the Fund for Food.

"Banks do not make it easy and they slow the process down. \Wat they
should do is think of ways to maxini se the funds."

W ndi ng up the points raised, Finance Mnistry parlianmentary secretary
Dat uk Dr Shafie Salleh agreed that the nmental outlook of farmers had to
change.

He al so concurred that the nedia had an inportant role to play in
pronoting the agriculture industry.

( END)
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