17 DEC 1998
Li m Hol i day
AVENDMENTS TO COVPEL EMPLOYERS TO GRANT SPECI AL HOLI DAYS

LANGKAW , Dec 17 (Bernamm) -- The Enpl oyment Act 1955 will be anended
to make it conpul sory for enployers to observe special holidays declared by
the governnent, Hurman Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek said today.

The mnistry, through the Labour Departnent, was taking steps to anend
the Act, he told reporters after opening the triennial del egates conference
of the National Union of Plantation Wrkers (NUPW here.

"At the nonent we can only appeal to enmployers to give such holidays,
whi ch are rarely decl ared, because there is no |law to conpel them" he
sai d.

NUPW secr et ary-general G Sankaran, in his speech earlier, had urged
the government to act agai nst enployers who did not observe the public
holiday that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad declared to nark
the country's success in |ast Septenber's 16th Commonweal th Ganes.

Meanwhi |l e, Limsaid estate owners should get subsidised | owcost units
for their workers affected by |and conversion or allocate themland |ots
with basic infrastructure

The ministry would forward a proposal paper on this to the Cabi net, he
sai d when comenting on the plight of estate workers displaced by the
conversion of estate |land for other uses.

An NUPWreport said over 2,000 estate workers in the peninsula had | ost
their accommodation after estate | and was converted for other uses.

Limal so said certai n non-governmental organisations (NG3s) were
instigating estate workers to press for demands without knowi ng the actua
situation in estates.

In his speech, Limadvised workers unions not to adopt negative
approaches like resorting to industrial action as this would be detrinental
to all parties.

A harnoni ous and stable industrial climte was essential to help in the
country's econoni c recovery, he said.

"An aggressive and confrontational approach would only create
i ndustrial tension and worsen the econom ¢ problens facing our country,” he
sai d.

He said any problens on salary and conditions of enploynent shoul d be
resol ved t hrough di scussi ons.

Li msai d unions were wel cone to bring up problenms on workers' welfare
to the managenent but they should do it through the proper channels.

He urged uni ons and the nmanagenent to work together to ensure the
success of human resource and skills training programes for workers.
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