11/ 07/ 1998

Ami en Rais: Malaysia's situation not as serious

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Indonesia's nost vocal opposition | eader Anmien Rais
said Mal aysia was not facing the problens faced by his country which | ed
to the downfall of fornmer President Suharto

He said Mal aysia m ght have sone problens but the situation was "not as
bad as that in Indonesia".

"In the case of Indonesia, the situation has becone al nost hopel ess,” he
said, replying questions fromreporters after paying courtesy calls on
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimat the Prine Mnister's Departnent today.

On his neeting with Dr Mahathir, Amien said he briefed himon the | atest
devel opnents i n | ndonesi a.

He said Dr Mahathir had stressed on the need for both countries to stand
on their own feet.

Asked whether the situation in Indonesia had i nproved since Suharto's
resignation, Amen said there was no sign of optimsm

"This is very confusing to the people who thought the US dollar would go
down after Pak Harto stepped down. But, the dollar is still sky-high.

"Reforns to be carried out have still a long way to go. The renoval of
Suharto was a big step, but must be foll owed by many nore steps.”

Ami en said I ndonesia was |ike "a very sick man of Asia undergoi ng
treatnent at the intensive care unit" while countries |ike Ml aysi a,
Thai | and and South Korea were only "patients recuperating at ordinary
war ds" .

Am en, who is the | eader of Muhanmadi yah, | ndonesia's second | argest
Musl i m organi sati on, al so addressed a forum organi sed by the Internationa
Movenent for a Just Wirld at Universiti Ml aya tonight.

He spoke about the |Indonesian situation and answered questions regarding
hi s perception on what was happening in I ndonesia and its econom ¢ and
political devel opnents.

( END)
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