11/ 10/ 1998
An act of disloyalty (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Hayati Hayatudin

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday Mal aysi ans who criticise the country from abroad have no | ove for
t he nati on.

Dr Mahathir |ikened their action to the nessage featured in the Ml ay
sayi ng of neludah ke langit jatuh ke atas nmuka sendiri (painting
thenselves with dirt).

The Prime Mnister was asked by reporters to comment on reports that a
smal | group of supporters of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhad gone overseas to
seek support and synpathy for Anwar.

Asked if their action could be considered as treason, the Prinme M nister
said: "I don't know about treason but | think people who have any | ove for
their own country would not do that."

He said if they had a problemin Ml aysia, it should be settled within
t he country.

"You don't go around runni ng down your own country el sewhere," he told
reporters after opening the International |Invention, |nnovation,

I ndustrial Design and Technol ogy Exhibition (I TEX '98) at Sunway Pyram d.
(See Page 3)

Asked if action would be taken against them he said there was nothing
that the Government could do unless they violated the | aws.

Three Anwar supporters - forner Umo Youth assistant secretary Saifudin
Nasution Ismail, former Penang Umo Youth chi ef Abdul Rahi m Ghouse, and
Anwar's forner political secretary Mohamad Ezam Mohd Noor - are reportedly
abr oad.

The three were anong 10 Ummo nmenbers expelled fromthe party by the
supreme council on Tuesday for taking part in anti-Umo activities.

Lately, they had been faxing Press statenents from Jakarta, Bangkok and
Mani | a.

On Thursday, Saifudin issued a statenent with a Bangkok dateline,
comrenting on his expul sion fromUmo and calling for Dr Mahathir to
resign.

On the sanme day, Rahimand Ezam clainmng to be in Manila, had al so
i ssued a joint statenent. The two had al so previously issued statenments
fromManila and Jakarta respectively.

Yest erday, commenting on these statenents, Foreign M nister and Umo
vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi said if the supporters
want ed change, they could return to the country and talk to the people.

"\WWhat ever problens we are facing, including those related to the
| eadershi p, we should | et Ml aysi ans deci de.

"They shoul d not go abroad to beg for foreigners to help in their cause.
Have they no confidence in their own ability to obtain support fromthe
rakyat ?" Abdul | ah had sai d.

Asked to comrent on Mal aysia's election to a non-permanent United
Nati ons Security Council seat, Dr Mahathir said he was happy because
Mal aysi a managed to get the hi ghest number of votes.

Onthe role it would play as a nenber of the Security Council, he said
Mal aysia would stick to the facts whenever it commented or deci ded on
anyt hi ng.

"W will not be biased, we will stick to our principles and be free from
all influences. W will nake only fair coments," he said.
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