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KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- The tendency of the United States to
poke its nose into other people's affairs reared its ugly head agai n when
US Vice-President Al Gore made i nsensitive remarks by condoni ng street
denonstrations i n Mal aysi a.

CGore ignored the people's sensitivity by supporting the civil disorder
of supporters of fornmer Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m
whil e here for the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) |eaders'
sunmi t.

Wth several Apec econom es including Mal aysia facing their worst
financial and econom c crisis, an Anerican di atri be on human rights and
denocracy was the | east they wanted to hear.

But it did happen.

Such interference was even nore irritating when the Wite House
endor sed hi s remarks whi ch al so described the street denonstrators as the
"brave" peopl e of Mal aysia, | eaving a broad spectrumof Ml aysi ans furi ous.

But when Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was pressed for
his comments on Gore's renmarks, the Mal aysi an | eader di spl ayed sheer
st at esmanshi p by keepi ng his cool in handling questions during a news
conference at the end of the Apec sumit here.

Despite a barrage of questions on Gore, the Prime M nister adopted a
di pl omati ¢ stance and nerely sai d what ever conments t hat needed t o be nade
about the speech had al ready been made and "I don't see a need to say
anything nore than that."

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi had i ssued a sharp
rebuke on Gore's statenent and said Mal aysi a viewed the renarks as a gross
interference inthe internal affairs of the country.

International trade and i ndustry m nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz al so
expressed i ndi gnati on over CGore's renmarks, whi ch many had descri bed as
bei ng out of place.

Dr Mahat hir downpl ayed t he i ssue by saying that there was no change in
rel ati ons bet ween Kual a Lunpur and Washi ngton as a result of the comments
uttered by Anerica's second nost powerful man

US meddling is nothing newto nost parts of the world fromLatin
Anerica to Baghdad, China and now Mal aysia. The attenpt by Gore to
politicise the 21-menber forumhas drawn strong protests fromnmany, not the
| east Apec | eaders thensel ves, who felt politics should be kept out of the
meet i ng roons wher e di scussi ons on resuscitati ng haenorrhagi ng economi es
shoul d take priority.

The vi ce presi dent has since been heaped wi th many unsavoury epithets
-- rude, stupid, arrogant and the Malay term"kurang ajar" which neans bad
br eedi ng.

Besi des hi s stinging speech, Gore al so had the gall to wal k out of the
di nner function w thout touching his food.

Prior to the Apec neetings here, Mal aysia had maintai ned that the issue
surroundi ng Anwar's di sm ssal and court trial should not be dragged into
the picture. Instead, the sunmt should focus on econonic matters.

But several |eaders including Philippine President Joseph Estrada and
US Secretary of State A bright took it upon thenselves to neet Anwar's wife
Datin Seri Wan Azi zah Wan Isnail in a show of support for Anwar.

Anot her Apec nenber, Japan, was al so the target of American manoeuvres
over its (Japan's) refusal to budge fromopening up its fisheries and



forestry sectors under the early voluntary sectoral |iberalisation schene
(BEVSL).

Many are associ ating the Kual a Lunpur sunmit withits inability to
reach an accord on tariff cuts for all the nine sectors under the
fast-track EVSL package which has been referred to the Wrld Trade
Organi sation (WO .

But the fact is that the US may find it tougher to push through such
cuts via the WIQ, an organi sation with market-protective nmenbers incl uding
several countries in Europe.

Al so, one cannot hel p but notice howthe USis magnifying the
relatively little anbunt of noney it has pl edged to hel p Asi an econormi es
buf feted by the 16-nonth old financial crisis.

The US$5 billion to be contributed by the US as part of the joint
Japan-US US$10 billion relief package for Asia pales in conmparisonto a
separate plan by Japan to hel p revive affected econom es in the region
under its US$30 billion Myazawa Pl an.

Thi s does not include Japan's qui ck di shursenent of funds to the tune
of US$30 billion through the International Mnetary Fund (I MF) to help the
ravaged econom es of | ndonesia, South Korea and Thai | and.

On the contrary, the US Congress had for quite sone tinme bl ocked the
rel ease of funds by Washi ngton to I ndonesi a.

Gore might have wanted to boost his chances for the US presidency, but
he coul d have done hi nsel f nore harmthan good si nce sone sections of the
Aneri can busi ness comuni ty had di st anced t hensel ves fromhi s renmarks.

Gore had intended to make a lasting i nmpression during his stay here but
like it or not, the Kuala Lunmpur summt will always be remenbered for the
"kurang asam Mat Sal | eh” who cane, saw but never conquer ed.
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