29/ 09/ 1998
An appeal for cal mand patience

Ahmad Din & three others

THE foreign nedia has used rather strong and sensational |anguage to
descri be the situation and circunstances surroundi ng the di snm ssal and
arrest of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim the forner Deputy Prine M nister.

One foreign | eader has expressed the view that Ml aysia was noving
towards authoritarianism Reports relating to a nati onwi de crackdown,
political repression, massive unrest and the all eged di sappearance of
Anwar have al so been used liberally to conjure the inpression that
Mal aysia's internal situation is deteriorating and there is an uneasy
truce between Mal aysia's | aw enforcerment authorities and the supporters of
Anwar .

The inpression conveyed is that the situation is tense and trouble is
i mm nent .

Mal aysians living in Kuala Lunpur find this depiction of the situation
in the country grossly inaccurate and ni sl eadi ng.

Life goes on as normal. Al schools and offices go about their usua
busi nesses. The shopping malls are enjoying business as usual, the traffic
buil d-up in the norning renmai ns unchanged.

In the evenings, restaurants open for their normal business.

There is no evidence of any unusual police presence or novenent in the
city. The police have issued a warning on illegal assenblies.

The newspapers have carried reports cautioning the wife of Anwar from
hol di ng political gatherings at her house.

This has allowed the area where Anwar's house is |located to revert to
its usual slow and tranquil pace.

Ceneral ly, Malaysians are greatly relieved that the ardent and sone paid
supporters of Anwar are no |onger free to participate in rallies, marches
and denonstrations.

The actions of these supporters and nany nore passive on-lookers on Sept
21, 22 and again on Sept 25 disrupted traffic and caused alarmand fear in
the minds of nmany Kual a Lunmpur residents.

Fromthe date of Anwar's dism ssal fromthe Governnment, rumours of all
ki nds, which seemto gather a nonentumand authority of their own, began
circulating as a result of the activities of his supporters.

These runours had the effect of introducing alarmand uncertainty in our
lives, sonething that nost of us do not Iike.

Prompt police action in rounding up Anwar and a dozen ot hers has hel ped
to bring back normalcy as we know it.

We do not have to tel ephone and e-mail our friends and relatives for a
bl ow by- bl ow account of any civil commotion or disturbance.

The police ought to be praised and conmrended for their pronpt and
efficient action in containing the situation, preventing the occurrence of
injuries or damage of public property.

Al'so, no life has been | ost.

Al'l Ml aysi ans can understand that Anwar, his famly, supporters and
synpat hi sers feel aggrieved by the series of events since his renmoval. He
was the fastest rising star on the Mal aysian political scene and he
personi fied the hopes and ideals of nany, including Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

The Mal aysi an popul ati on was stunned by the di smssal of Anwar and
rudely shocked by the revel ati ons of the reasons for his renoval.

A substantial segnment of society still cannot accept that these



al l egations could be true. Understandably the natter is topical.

Al npost everyone is awaiting his being brought to court. Anwar will have
the right to | egal counsel of his choice, bail and other rights given to
accused persons. Hopefully, Anwar can excul pate hinself.

As with all court cases, it is difficult to tell the outcone. If the
court finds the case weak, procedurally flawed or the evidence
unconvi nci ng, the case will be thrown out. As a hi gh personage is
i nvol ved, extra care and extrene caution will be exercised.

Let us hope a full acquittal and di scharge is possible.

After all the avenues of appeal are exhausted, Anwar, his reputation
battered and tainted, could energe a free man

Shoul d that happen, it is within his right to seek reinstatenent. He
could go about this in a calm persuasive manner. We should all recognise
that a full restitution for his injured reputation is not possible.

Hi s actions so far do not suggest that he wants to rebut the
accusations. Instead he seens to have resorted to bully tactics and street
protests to avoi d bei ng charged.

The activities of Anwar, since his renpval, reflect a piqued, angry and
hi ghly enotional man

Hi s actions al so show scant regard for the law. The law that is applied
to himwhile awaiting trial is the same | aw fromwhich he benefited in the
past. It has given himprotection, privilege and protege status. The | aw
has been enacted by due process, sanctioned by an el ected Parliament and
uphel d by a strong | egal system

It is noted that Anwar often speaks of reformasi - the need to reform
the current substance and style of governance of Malaysia. This call is
bei ng made in the context of the alleged corruption, collusion and
cronyismthat he says exists in Ml aysia.

He is entitled to his opinion on this subject and the Ml aysi an nedi a
seemto give his views sone publicity.

The call for transparency by Anwar is not at variance with the policy of
the Governnent that he served until Sept 2 this year

In his expose of refornmasi, Anwar al so makes many serious and wild
al | egati ons agai nst the current | eadership.

The inport of the nessage is that Ml aysi ans have a | eadership in the
style of Marcos or Suharto. Perhaps Anwar does not realise that we have a
clean, clear and w del y-accepted denocratic process and tradition - unlike
the regines that were | ed by Marcos or Suharto.

Qur Government has al so not banned or bankrupted our opposition | eaders
I'i ke our nei ghbours.

We shoul d snap out of thinking we are in Singapore, Myanmar or
el sewhere.

But for the currency crisis, we were on the fastest track in Asia to
m nimsing further the already | ow poverty | evel, addressing the question
of redistribution of wealth and achi eving greater social justice.

Now at a tinme when we nust showcase political stability and nornal cy,
Anwar's supporters are attenpting to hold illegal assenblies, incite
defiance of the | aw and al so possibly viol ence.

The restraint shown by the police in avoiding loss of |ife and bl oodshed
i s commendabl e.

It is hoped Anwar and his supporters will respect and uphold the | aws of
this country and contribute to tranquillity - and not turbul ence.
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