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Mahat hi r - Leader s
AN ATTEMPT TO CONTROL PCLI TI CS AFTER SUPPRESSI ON OF THE ECONOW AND FI NANCES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today that the people especially Umo nenbers shoul d
fully understand the powers behind the attack of the Ringgit and the stock
mar ket and be united to ensure political stability to overcome the probl em

He said that the attackers do not only intend to suppress the nationa
econony and finances but also to determ ne the | eadership of the country.

"I'n countries where they are able to exert great pressure their power
is not confined to the econom c and financial areas alone. They intend to
control politics too and to determni ne who should | ead that country," he
said in his policy speech at the 52nd Umo general assenbly here.

"An attenpt to change | eaders in Ml aysia had taken place before when
| eaders were alleged to be anti-Jews," said Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
president, referring to allegations that he had made statenents agai nst the
Jews at arally in Terengganu | ast year.

He said that they then alleged that current | eaders were obstacles to
efforts at economc revival and that present |eaders were ignorant of the
intricacies of world financial systens.

"The objective is to cause political instability because their
allegations will in turn create m sunderstandi ng anong | eaders, " he said in
hi s speech focused on the country's econonic and financial problens.

"The | eaders' supporters will then strike, one faction attenpting to
defend their existing | eader and renove the chal |l enger, while supporters of
the challenger will pressure their |eader to challenge the current |eader,"”
he sai d.

As a result, he said, canpaigns which snear the respective | eaders
woul d be carried out until the situati on beconmes nore tense and the
politics strained.

He said that under such circunstances, the econonmi c and financia
probl ens coul d not be overcone, and the economic situation would worsen and
finally the problenms woul d become worse with | eaders unable to work
toget her, and either one would fall.

"Irrespective of who is successful, the attack on the country will
continue until a leader is chosen, one that will submt to the w shes of
the foreign powers, i.e. prepared to have his country once again
recol oni sed, " he sai d.

"When this happens, the econony will be open for foreign funds to
acquire major |ocal conpanies. At that time they will revive the econony
and the val ue of our currency," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that this could be done easily as they would claim
that their confidence had returned, thus all owi ng the value of the R nggit
to appreciate.

He expl ai nd how currency traders, with the large anount of US Dollars
in their possession, could revive the value of the Ringgit.

Dr Mahathir said that according to the trading systemthey fornul ated,
each time any currency is bought using the US Dollar, the value of that
currency woul d appreci ate.

He said that according to the Western Li beral Denocrats, all these
i ncluding the market forces which cause suffering to the people in the
devel opi ng nati ons were accept abl e.

On Umo, Dr Mahathir called on Umo nenmbers to be cauti ous and carefu
in running the organisation so that it would continue to be successful in



| eadi ng the Mal aysi an Government and continue to survive.

"Whet her we woul d continue to survive or not, would depend on our
culture, our character, and whether we are cautious and careful especially
when sonet hing new i s introduced.

"Do not, for whatever reasons, allow short-termgains to blur our
vi sion about the long-termlosses,” he said.

"Nothing is permanent in this world. Umo too is not permanent, but its
i fespan need not be shortened just because we are carel ess, inefficient
and obsessed with quick gains.

"The Umo struggle is not yet over. Plenty nore need to be done by
Umo. The Mal ays and ot her Bumi puteras are still not strong enough to be
left alone to fend for thensel ves without Umo's | eadership and
protection,"” he said.

The Prime M nister said that the Mal ays and the ot her Buni puteras were
still not strong to conpete in the ever-chall engi ng worl d.

"Qur independence is still not assured. Even nations that are nore
power ful than us have been defeated. Are we able to save oursel ves without
unity and brot herhood anong us, w thout working together with other races
which are in concert with us in saving our bl essed nation?, he said.

"The answer is No. The answer is that we still could not practise the
Western-style |iberal denbcracy if we want to survive.

"So, we have to save and protect Umo," Dr Mahathir said.
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