26 JUN 1998
KLI A- Pr evi ew
150 SEPANG VI LLAGERS TO LAND TO MARK KLI A OPENI NG

By: Ruhil Amani Zainal Abidin

KUALA LUMPUR, June 26 (Bernama) -- The KL International Airport (KLIA)
wi || be opened by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar in Sepang
tonmorrow ni ght and soon after a Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 will land with
150 vill agers on board.

The historic |landing of the B777 Super Ranger aircraft with the 150
kanpung people fromthe Sepang area will be w tnessed by Tuanku Ja' af ar,
the Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Najihah, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Cabi net M nisters who are anong the 1,400 guests
invited to the opening of the airport about 50KM sout h of here.

The two-hour cerenony will be carried Iive over TV1 from 8.30 pm The
cerenony will also be carried by several radio stations including the
overseas service of RTM "Voi ce of Ml aysia" which can be received in
I ndonesi a, Thail and, Myanmar, Australia as well as Arab countries.

Dr Mahathir and Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik will
each deliver a speech before Tuanku Ja'afar opens the airport that wll
commence full operations on Tuesday.

A fireworks display and | aser show are anong the highlights of the
openi ng cerenony at the open air piazza in front of the main term nal
bui | di ng.

The RMLO.5 billion state-of-the-art airport was conpleted in a record
time of 36 nonths.

The project was managed by KL International Airport Bhd (KLIAB). At its
peak, some 25,000 workers were involved in building the airport that
sprawl s over a 10, 000-hectare area that was fornmerly a rubber and oil palm
pl antati on (Perang Besar Estate).

KLIA is part of the Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC), an information
technol ogy hub dedicated to the devel opment of nultinmedia products and
servi ces.

It will take over as the nmain gateway to Malaysia fromthe Sultan Abdul
Azi z Shah (SAAS) airport on Tuesday.

The SAAS airport will be closed at 12.45 amon Tuesday in a sinple
cer enony.

Dr Mahathir will witness the arrival of the |last of the airport
equi prent from Subang before boarding the first aricraft out of KL

International -- a donestic flight to Langkawi at 7am
VWhile Malaysia Airlines will shift its entire operations to KLIA,
several donestic airlines will still use the SAAS.

After several phases of devel opnent, KLIAw |l ultimtely handl e 100
mllion passengers.
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