06/ 05/ 1998
Comment agai nst Annan getting award harsh

Shanti Aman

ONE wonders Myint Zan's notives (NST, April 15) in making it al nost a
personal crusade that United Nations Secretary-CGeneral Kofi Annan shoul d
not receive the Nobel Peace Prize this year

It is baffling, especially since Annan's "do-or-die" efforts to broker a
peaceful solution to the inpending threat of another Gulf war were
successful beyond expectations and uni versally acknow edged as a brilli ant
manoeuvre in di pl omacy.

Agreed, the UN Secretary-Ceneral was perform ng his duty. But, then
again, so were the previous laureates in Myint Zan's |ist. They were all
carrying out their duties to the best of their ability.

This is what the Nobel Peace Prize recogni ses - excellence in doing duty
beyond what the station calls for.

Myi nt Zan i s harsh i n argui ng agai nst Annan getting t he Nobel Peace
Prize, but does not seemto apply the sane logic to the |list of previous
Wi nners.

Myint Zan says that Mther Teresa was a "deserving person" but she too
(the witer seens to forget) was doing her duty (to God) in a nost
gl ori ous manner. She richly deserved the prize and t he acknow edgenent,
and so too does Annan

If we subscribe to Myint Zan's | ogic, then we can rob Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad of the awards and accol ades conferred on
hi mby the King of Saudi Arabia, the Governnment of India and other
associ ations and nations that have seen fit to recognise his
st at esmanshi p. Because, by Myint Zan's |l ogic, he was nerely carrying out
the requirements of his office

Applying Myint Zan's |l ogic again, |et us nom nate Pol Pot for the Nobel
Peace Prize. He did, undeniably, unite the whol e worl d agai nst hi mand hi s
evil regime.

Anot her contender could be India's "Bandit Queen" Phool an Devi - once
India s nost wanted outlaw. Her claimto the award i s that she had "been
fighting for justice for the downtrodden wonen ..." (The Malay Mail, April

21). One sure vote for her candi dacy woul d come fromMint Zan
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