22 FEB 1998

ANNUAR: CONTEST UNLI KELY I N 10 UMNO DI VI SI ONS | N K' TAN

KOTA BAHARU, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- Ten of 14 Umo divisions in Kel antan
are unlikely to see contest for divisional chief posts in party el ections
next nonth, state Umo |iaison deputy chief Datuk Annuar Misa sai d today.

He said that follow ng negotiations to avoid split in the party he did
not foresee contest in Bachok, Peringat, Gua Miusang, Kuala Krai, Machang,
Tanah Merah, Pasir Mas, Tunpat, Pengkal an Chepa and Jeli divisions.

The no-contest arrangenent was in line with Prinme Mnister and party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s advi ce agai nst contest for
divisional |eadershipin the state to preserve party unity.

Dr Mahathir is al so Kel antan Umo |iaison chairman

"So far only four divisions nanely Kota Baharu, Kubang Kerian, Rantau
Panj ang and Pasir Puteh remai ned probl ematic. Negotiations are ongoing to
avert contest for the divisional |eadership in these divisions," Annuar
sai d.

Annuar, who is also Rural Devel opnent Mnister, told reporters this
after meeting rmuki m devel oprment chairmen and | ocal Barisan Nasional (BN)
| eaders at the Umo headquarters here.

He said he had al so asked candi dates not accepting nom nations to
contest for divisional posts to give such undertaking but formally filling
up forms rejecting the nom nations.

Annuar, who is also the Kelantan BN chai rman, said the coalition would
kick off a series of road-shows state-w de beginning April 1 to consolidate
the BN el ection nmachinery and unity anmong conponent parties.-- BERNAMA
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