12/ 08/ 1998
PM W want to remain our own " tuan

Farush Khan; Noor Adzman Bahar uddi n

PENANG, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d he was
confident the people would not want to see the Governnent bow to outside
forces in devel oping the country. Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had
devel oped the country since i ndependence w t hout begging from outsi ders.

"W don't want to call others tuan. W want to be our own tuan
(master)," he told a huge crowd at the Penang I nternational Sports Arena
I ndoor Stadiumin Relau. The gathering, Dr Mahathir said, was the biggest
of all his visits to the States.

He had visited Kedah foll owed by Ml acca, Negri Senbil an, Johor and
Perak to neet the people to explain to themthe econonic problens and the
people's role in hel ping the Governnent to overcone them

About 10, 000 peopl e conprising Mnisters, Assenblynen, community | eaders
and nenbers of voluntary organi sations were in the audi ence tonight. Al so
present were the Prine Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali
Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Chief
M nister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahrmad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir said the country had devel oped projects such as the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport and highways on its own, with the support of
t he peopl e.

"Qur children have al so managed to pursue their studies locally and
abroad and now we al ready have 14 universities.

"All this we did ourselves w thout asking others to help."

He said sonme foreign forces were not only trying to nake the country
bankrupt but were also determined to split the people's enduring unity. Dr
Mahat hir sai d outside forces had no right to dictate what the country
shoul d do.

The Prime M nister said:

"W are denocratic. If we are not satisfied with the Goverment we can
change it or the wakil rakyat. W do not want outsiders to interfere in
our affairs.

"W have been doing things on our own and we do not need their advice."

Dr Mahathir said he was confident the people will always be with the
Gover nnent .

( END)
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