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Anwar - heir apparent, now a figure in isolation

Jocel i ne Tan

WHEN Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mnoved back to his private residence in
Damansara Hei ghts nore than a week ago, the grass in the garden of the
doubl e-storey bungal ow had a mani cured quality to it.

The grounds have since been reduced to a slushy quality, not unlike the
aftermath of a stanpede. There's hardly a blade of grass in sight and
Anwar's Pajero and his father's Mercedes Benz - with the distinctive MR
101 plate - stand rather forlorn anm d the disarray.

For days now, this section of the plush and affluent nei ghbourhood has
cone to resenble a busy balai raya with a pasar nal amof sorts to boot.

Peopl e streamin and out of Anwar's house at all tinmes of the day and,
especially after nightfall, the crowd - supporters, friends and "si ght-
seers" - swells to overspill proportions.

The strategy of the team managi ng Anwar's "post-Ummo" phase seens to be
wor ki ng. Periodi c announcenents that Anwar will be off on his roadshow -
usual Iy cancell ed at the el eventh hour - finds nore people turning up,
thinking this nay be their |ast opportunity to neet him

And what a startling contrast all this has been to the picture inside
Umo, the political party where he spent the |ast 16 years.

There, one party figure after another has decl ared support for the
supreme council's decision to sack this one-tine heir apparent to the
Prime Mnister.

H s support in the party, particularly anong the | eadership tier - and
support fromthis tip of the party pyramd is what actually natters in
Umo politics - has evaporated al nbst overnight, collapsing |ike a house
of cards.

"Si xteen years in politics and he took out with himonly (Datuk Ahnmad)
Zahi d Hami di and Ruslan Kassim... the only two el ected politicians,” was
t he sonewhat nonpl ussed comment of a Kual a Lunpur | awer

Only a handful of well-known Umo faces have been seen at his house -
Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin, Dr Rahi m Ghouse, Ruhani e Ahrmad, Sai fuddin
Nasution. The rest have bailed out |ike passengers froma political
titanic.

Yet, this was the man al nost al ways descri bed as charismatic, who
w ested the deputy president's post fromthe i ncunbent in 1993 wi thout a
contest and whose supporters flaunted thensel ves as "Anwar's boys", as
peopl e goi ng pl aces.

Al'l manner of people hankered for his friendship and conpeted for his
attention. He was so nuch in demand that journalists used to conplain how
he woul d entertain just a handful of questions before zoomng off in his
of ficial car to yet another appointnent.

At Umo general assenblies, del egates rushed to shake his hand and his
wi ndi ng-up speech was eagerly awaited for its polished delivery, literary
flair and folksy wit.

But the extent of his clout was nost highly evident during party
el ecti ons as candi dates cl anbured for his endorsenent. Thus, candi dates
who were not part of his Wawasan Teamin the 1993 Umo el ecti ons found
t hensel ves fighting an uphill battle.

It was the rather belligerent canpaign clout of the Anwar boys in the
1996 Umo el ections that swept candi dates |ike Zahid into the Youth
| eadership and Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sulaiman into the Wanita chief's
post .



Says supreme council menber Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar: "I think Anwar and
hi s boys began to believe their success (in politics) was their own
maki ng. He forgot it was Dr Mahathir who nade it possible.”

The suggestion is that Anwar's rise fromex-Islamc activist to crown
prince, would not have been entirely possible without the president's
endor senent .

Anwar, charges the fiery suprene council nenber Datuk |brahimAli,
enj oyed opportunities that others in Umo could only dreamof, or as he
puts it, "di tatang macam anak raja" (cradled all the way like a
princeling).

"He is ungrateful. | told himat the suprene council neeting, if | were
you, | would kiss Dr Mahathir's feet," says |brahimwho was the first to
speak at the controversial neeting that expelled Anwar fromthe party.

At one stage, |brahimwas so carried away that he banged the table
twice, bringing security personnel through the door

In fact, |brahi mspoke for many ot hers when he conpared hinself with
Anwar: how both were student radicals and spent tine in detention w thout
trial before joining Umo.

But the sinmlarity ended there for as |brahi msays: "The difference
bet ween Anwar and nme is that the party president pronoted himevery few
years while | had to fight ny own battles."

Anwar's rise through the party, notes political scientist Dr Ahrmad Atory
Hussai n, was not without resentnent anong ot her anbitious politicians.

For instance, a | arge nunber of those who joined Tengku Razal ei gh's Team
B in 1987 were those who resented Anwar's rising star.

Li kewi se, Anwar's swing into the Deputy Prime Mnister's post saw ot her
seasoned figures |ike Datuk Abdull ah Badawi and Tan Sri Sanusi Junid
tenmporarily relegated to the sidelines.

In 1993 too, he was instrunmental in getting Syed Hamid to w thdraw from
the Umo Youth race because he wanted the post to go to his Wawasan Team
menber, Tan Sri Rahi m Thanmby Chi k.

"Well, I"'mnot the "H dup Anwar' type as you can see," says Syed Ham d
Now.

In other words, he alienated a sizeable segnent of the Umo | eadership
along the way to the top. Incidentally, this is the group now nbost voca
about his all eged m sdeeds.

And, says the sanme KL | awyer, despite his great personal charm Anwar
managed to "generate this el enent of distrust on a human | evel ".

"He had this concentrated spurt of charm... journalists know that, but
his word was often not his bond. Even his own people found this constant
shifting a bit too nmuch. There was no centre to himand I don't think they
really trusted him" says the | awer.

Besi des, there are very few of his boys who are not in some kind of
financial bind as a result of the economic crisis and Anwar, now t hat he
is out of the Governnent is no longer a political buoy for themto cling
to.

Sanusi, anot her suprene council nenber, suggests that a |large part of
Anwar's appeal lay in his success in projecting hinself as an Islamc
figure.

"He was very popul ar because of his Islamc colours. Once that is in
question, his popularity evaporates," he adds.

Anot her reason for his swift isolation has to do with the ruthless
nature of politics. Umo is a very conpetitive party. Vacant slots appear
down the line each time soneone inportant goes and there is no shortage of
peopl e keen to jostle their way in.

Yet anot her reason why Anwar had found hinself so alone so fast is the
| esson learnt fromthe experiences of Tengku Razal ei gh and his foll owers.



Says the veteran journalist Tan Sri Samad Ismail: "It's inpossible ..
no chance outside of Umo. Right fromthe very begi nning of Umo, it's
been like that. Datuk Onn (Jaafar) just faded into oblivion after he left
to formthe I MP. "

Neither is it easy to make a coneback once you | eave

"That's the Umo culture. Wen you are out, you're out. Ml ays, by and
| arge, are very conservative ... you don't sinply upset the applecart,"” he
says.

Samad renenbers seeing Datuk Onn, several years after his departure from
Umo, waiting for a bus along then Batu Road. Likew se, Tunku threw a
party shortly after retiring and only a handful of people turned up

Incidentally, Samad was one of the better-known faces who turned up at
Anwar' s house where he advi sed the younger man to "serahkanl ah kepada
Al'l ah" (surrender to God's will).

But Anwar's "Reformasi" cry | eaves himcol d.

Says Sanad: "At the noment, we need a strong nman to head the country and
what ever you may say about Mahathir, we need himto survive this crisis.”

A | arge nunber of ordinary people are still reeling fromthe sensati ona
nature of Anwar's expulsion and it is likely they are still trying to nake
sense of what they read and hear.

For instance, a Wanita Umo nenber in Anwar's Pernmatang Pauh divi sion
was so di straught that she could not do any housework for several days.

Her husband was sent out to get nasi bungkus because she was sinply too
upset and i nmersed in the unfolding events to cook

"Rermoving a deputy is not a total shock but the circunmstances caught
many people by surprise," says the environnmentalist Gurmt Singh who knew
Anwar in university.

The foreign nmedia is going along the Iines that Anwar's political denise
and the allegations |evelled against himare a result of his trying to
chal l enge Dr Mahathir as well as disagreenents over econonic policies.

But Dr Mahathir has nmade it anply clear that the sacking of his one-tine
annoi ntee had less to do with the above reasons than the fact that he is
no | onger considered suitable to | ead the country because of grave nora
and personal di smeanour.

Says @Qurmit: "The public is not sure where the truth Iies. The nedia -
|l ocal and foreign - and the runour mlls ... they all carry different
things. You don't know what to believe so, ultimtely, people will just
have to make their own personal judgenent."

( END)
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