21/ 09/ 1998
Anwar arrested and to be charged today (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Tony Enmanuel ; Marhal i m Abas; Adrian David

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Sacked Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
was arrested at his house in Damansara tonight and is expected to be
charged in court tonorrow

Al so detai ned was Negri Senmbilan Umo Youth chief Ruslan Kassi mwho was
with him Ruslan was the first to be taken away by the police. They were
taken to police headquarters in Bukit Aman.

City police chief Datuk Kamaruddin Ali said Anwar was arrested at 10pm
at No. 8, Jalan Setia Murni, Damansara

He said anpng the reasons for Anwar's arrest were disruption of public
order, illegal assenbly and breaki ng t he peace.

Speaki ng at a Press conference at Bukit Aman toni ght, Kanmaruddin said
there was no resistance when Anwar was arrested.

He said: "In fact, he co-operated with the police. He will be produced
bef ore the nagi strate tonorrow norni ng. "

But one of his | awers, Pawanchek Merican, told reporters that Anwar was
expected to be charged under Section 377D of the Penal Code.

The Section states: "Any person who, in public or private, commits, or
abets the conmi ssion of, or procures or attenpts to procure the comi ssion
by any person of, any act of gross indecency with another person, shall be
puni shed with inprisonnent for a termwhich may extend to two years".

Speaki ng at Bukit Aman, Kamaruddin said the situation was under contro
and life in the city was normal

Pawanchek said Anwar was acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan Ismail, and all his children to Bukit Aman. He was at first
taken away in an unmarked police van and later transferred to a police
Per odua Kanci | .

At about 10.45pm one of Anwar's brothers, Rosli, who had apparently
acconpani ed the forner to Bukit Aman, returned to the house with the
children. Dr Azizah returned hone at about 11.20pm acconpani ed by | awer
Sul ai man Abdul | ah.

O her than Sul ai man, | awyers Zai nur Zakaria and Chri st opher Fernando
al so acconpani ed hi mto Bukit Aman.

On Saturday, two of Anwar's friends were sentenced to six nonths' jail
each by the Sessions Court after pleading guilty to charges of comitting
an act of gross indecency by allowi ng Anwar to sodorm se them

Dr Munawar Ahmad Anees, 51, a consultant with Realm|ld Sdn Bhd, and
Anwar' s adopted brother, Sukma Dar mawan Sasmi taat Madja, 37, who were
separately charged, admitted guilt.

Anwar was sacked fromthe Cabinet on Sept 2 and expelled from Ummo the
following day. On Sept 8, Dr Mahathir said that Anwar was expelled on the
grounds of noral m sconduct.

Anwar was hol di ng a Press conference when policenen arrived. The hi ghest
ranki ng of fi cer was Assi stant Conmi ssi oner Koh Hong Sun fromthe
Brickfields police station.

Several |awyers canme to the house soon afterward and were allowed in
About 100 Anwar supporters were in the house while another 200 were
out si de. Federal Reserve Unit nenmbers were at the scene to control the
crowd.

Anwar's father, Datuk |brahi mAbdul Rahman, was al so i nsi de the house.
Anwar had asked and was gi ven perm ssion to change to fresh clothes before
being | ed away.



This evening, Anwar held two illegal assenblies - one at the Nationa
Mosque and the other at Dataran Merdeka. He spoke to the crowd at the
nmosque and taunted policenmen before marching to the Dataran.

He al so addressed the crowd at the Dataran. Anwar took advantage of the
weekend crowd and events |ined up at the Dataran in conjunction with the
Conmonweal th Ganes to hol d the gat heri ngs.

Later, two groups of his supporters left the Dataran and nade their way
to Menara Datuk Onn where the Umo headquarters is |ocated. They then
mar ched towards the Prime Mnister's residence through Jal an Mahaner u.

By 8.45pm they had gat hered about one kilonetre away fromthe road
|l eading to Dr Mahathir's house. Many were carrying placards and shouting.
As the crowd becane unruly, Federal Reserve Unit nenbers were forced to
fire tear gas to disperse them
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