04/ 12/ 1998
Anwar asked ne to deny the sodony all egation, says Azizan

Rusl ai ni Abbas; Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Azizan Abu Bakar, who testified yesterday about
bei ng sodonm sed by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim said today Anwar had call ed
himin June this year to ask himto deny the sodony allegation.

He said Anwar had told himthe police would soon call himto give
evi dence about the book 50 Dalil Kenapa Anwar |brahimtidak boleh jadi PM
(50 reasons why Anwar | brahi mcannot becone PM.

Azi zan, who al |l eged the sodony occurred when he was enpl oyed by Anwar as
his wife's driver, said Anwar asked himto deny the sodony and that he had
made a sworn statenent all eging the sodony.

Azi zan said he also told Anwar he did not know the author of the book
and had not read it.

He said their neeting, which lasted five to 10 nminutes, was arranged by
Anwar's ADC ASP Zull Aznam Harun, who had called himto invite himto
di nner. When he arrived at the quarters near Anwar's official residence,
Zull Aznam said Anwar wanted to nmeet himand took himinto a small roomin
t he house.

Azi zan di scl osed this under exami nation-in-chief by senior deputy public
prosecut or Datuk Abdul Gani Patail, am d strenuous objections fromAnwar's
| awyer Chri st opher Fernando

The judge al |l owed the questions, accepting Abdul Gani's contention that
t he evi dence was needed to rebut the defence case of conspiracy.

Under cross-exani nation, Azizan said his reason for putting down the
sodony allegation in a sworn statenent was to "uphold the truth", although
it was very shaneful. He said he overcane his shane for the sake of his
honour and religion.

Azi zan said he had a cordial relationship with Anwar after 1992, when
the sodony allegedly occurred, until 1997 when he told Umi Hafilda Al
about it.

Umi is the sister-in-law of Shansidar Taharin, for whom Azi zan had
worked as a driver. Shansidar is married to Unm's brother Mhanmed Azm n
Ali, who was Anwar's private secretary

Azi zan said he told Umi about the sodomy when she contacted himto get
i nformati on about Shansi dar, whom Umm believed to be having an affair
wi th Anwar.

Based on his information, Umi wote the sworn statenment and he signed
it. Azizan said he did not give details to Unm, only the places. He said
he coul d not renenber the times and dates of the incidences, but only that
they mainly took place between 7.30pmto 8. 30pm

(Unm had al so witten about the all eged sodony and her suspicions of
Shansidar in a letter to the Prime Mnister).

Anwar is charged with trying to avoid crimnal proceedings by directing
former Special Branch director Datuk Mohd Said Awang and deputy Datuk Amir
Junus to get Umi and Azizan to retract the allegations.

Azi zan gave his testinobny in the sane cal m manner as yesterday, facing
the judge all the tine. Qccasionally, he answered in bursts of words which
required the interpreter to repeat slowy for the judge to note down.

Anwar al so took notes. His wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Isnmil, and
two daughters Nurul |zzah and Nurul Nuha listened intently, but displayed
no enmotion. The two girls hugged their father tightly before he left court
after the day's hearing.

Azizan also told the court he and Umi had sought | egal advice from



| awyer Karpal Singh in August |ast year because they were foll owed by
strangers after their letters were sent to the Prine Mnister

Azi zan said he had received a call froman angry Anwar, aski ng hi mwhy
he was involved in the sworn statement and Unmi's letter. He said Karpa
told themto leave it to the Prine Mnister to settle.

(Karpal has been subpoenaed by the prosecution and challenged this. H's
application is schedul ed to be heard tonorrow).

Questioned by Fernando, Azizan said he was made a director in his
friend' s ailing conpany in 1997 to "turn it around” but did not have any
functions and was not pai d.

To anot her question, he said he nmet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad once on Aug 24 this year but had never net the PMs
political secretary Datuk Aziz Shansuddi n or Special Functions Mnister
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Before Azizan took the stand this norning, Anwar's | eadi ng counsel Raja
Aziz Addruse tried to | odge a protest about police searching the office of
Pawancheek Merican, another nenber of the defence team yesterday.

The police were investigating a report |odged by DPP Shansul Sul ai man on
m ssi ng notes of proceedings. The judge rejected the protest saying the
police should be left to carry out their investigations.
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