28/ 10/ 1998

Anwar beaten to a pul p, defend him says Patten

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The fornmer Governor of Hong Kong Chris Patten had
recently called on the international finance conmmunity to throwits weight
behi nd ousted Deputy Prime M nister and Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim

Patten called Anwar the epitomy of "all that the gl obal econony wants of
a finance minister in a devel oping country,” in an opinion piece he penned
for the Oct 11 issue of the London | ndependent newspaper. His article was
headl i ned "W nmust defend the finance mnister with a black eye."

"Until he was ousted as Mal aysia's Finance M nister and Deputy Prenier a
few weeks ago, Anwar | brahi mhad been for years the deserved darling of
the international financial comunity..

"He has called for free trade and open markets, for effective regulation
of banks and financial services, for greater openness and transparency in
Asia's financial nmanagerment, for an attack on corruption and nepotism for
the rule of law, for civil liberties, and - what nore provocation wll
this man offer? - greater denocracy," Patten wote.

"For years now, Anwar |brahi mhas won plaudits for his courage, honesty
and conpetence. The great and the good of the international finance world
took Anwar to their bosom He was their brave exenplar, their friend."

Patten noted that some menbers of the international conmunity, such as
United Nations secretary-general Kofi Annan, Wrld Bank President Janes
Wl f ensohn and the United States' Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin had al
expressed concern over Anwar's case.

However, he said that "nore than concern is surely required.”

Patten urged central bank governors and finance mnisters not to listen
to argunments that they should stay out of internal Ml aysian politics.

"So have not events required our intervention again and again in the
domestic politics of other Asian countries?, " he wote.

"Secondly, they will be advised that for finance ministers and centra
bankers to say anythi ng about Anwar | brahi mwould be to sink into grubby
politics, sonething, of course, that they never do.

"Why don't they try telling that to, say, the |Indonesians, who are at
present westling with some courage (at last) with the political
consequences of what the international financial community has asked them
to do."

Patten also said the international finance community m ght have been
advi sed to avoi d nmaking any statenents on the matter for fear that it
woul d hanper any potential business with Ml aysi a.

"Who' s ki ddi ng whon? What are the great projects that Ml aysia's new
brand of siege economics is going to be able to finance in the future?"
Haven't we |l earned the real |esson of the Asian crash - that the best
countries in which to do business are the countries that treat their
citizens the nost decently?

Patten said the ethical price of ignoring Anwar's case woul d be too
hi gh.

"Anwar | brahi mrepresented everything that the international conmunity
has asked of Asia in the | ast decade. It's as sinple as that.

"Now that he is being beaten to a pulp for what he believes - his brave
wife terrorised, his children distraught - are we sinply to keep our
counsel, worried | est (Datuk Seri) Dr Mahathir (Mhamad) should stanp his
foot at us?"



Patten noted that British Foreign Mnister Robin Cook had nmenti oned
Anwar's case to his Ml aysian counterpart Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw
during Queen Elizabeth's Septenber visit to Malaysia to close the
Commonweal t h Ganes.

"I amsure that M Cook had no idea that...Anwar |brahi mwas just down
the road being beaten up by the police - blindfol ded and thrashed until he
| ost consciousness. But at |east the Commonweal th Ganes ended peaceful |y,
wi t hout any enbarrassnent to anyone.

"But isn't it time that there was sone enbarrassnment? If Asians are to
take seriously what we keep on saying about political freedomand econonic
liberty, doesn't there have to be a noment when we put our nouths where
our principles are supposed to be?

Patten call ed Anwar a synbol of a better and brighter future that could
not be allowed to "return to the shadows."

"To abandon hi m now woul d be to throw away our noral authority in
arguing for pluralismand open markets around the world," Patten wote.

( END)
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