03/11/1998
Anwar can be tried under Enmergency O di nance

Rusl ai ni Abbas; Carol yn Hong
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Hi gh Court today ruled that the four corrupt
practi ce charges agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimare valid.

Judge Datuk S. Augustine Paul made the ruling when rejecting a defence
argunment that the charges (See Page 3) brought under the Energency
(Essential Powers) Ordinance 22 of 1970 were invalid because Dewan Rakyat
had annul |l ed the | aw.

He said the ordi nance had yet to be brought to the Dewan Negara al t hough
it had been annulled by the Dewan Rakyat on Cct 22.

The judge al so rejected an application by Raja Azi z Addruse, Anwar's
| eadi ng counsel, for the Bar Council to hold a watching brief, and for
observer status to be accorded to five representatives of internationa
organi sations.

He, however, allowed representatives who were already in the courtroom
to follow the proceedings fromthe public gallery.

Paul al so dism ssed Raja Aziz's application for the counsel of Sukma
Dar mawan Sasmi taat Madja and Dr Munawar Anees, to hold watching brief for
their clients who may be inplicated in the trial

Sukma is represented by Karpal Singh, Gobind Singh Deo and Jagdeep Singh
Deo, while Minawar's | awers are Manjeet Singh Dhillon and Bal want Si ngh
Si dhu.

(Sukma and Munawar had been found guilty of allow ng thensel ves to be
sodom sed by Anwar.)

The defence al so urged the court to cite Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah for contenpt
of court for their coments to the Press.

Raja Aziz referred to a report quoting Dr Mahathir as saying there would
be racial disharmony if Anwar was not convicted, and anot her which quoted
Moht ar as sayi ng nore charges of sexual offences would be brought agai nst
Anwar .

Paul did not nake a ruling but said the parties could take a separate
action.

The first day of the trial was spent on prelimnary applications and
obj ections by the defence.

\Whet her nore objections would be rai sed tonorrow woul d depend on t he
defence's eval uation of Anwar's cautioned statenent, first police report
on the case and six docunents which it received this norning fromthe
prosecuti on.

The court convened at 9.20amwith the judge telling parties that hearing
woul d be conducted i n Bahasa Malaysia in line with section 8 (Language of
Court) National Language Act but parties can apply to use English when
necessary.

This was foll owed by senior deputy public prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani
Patail introducing his teamconprising senior DPPs Azahar Mbhamad and Mhd
Yusof Zai nal Abiden and deputy public prosecutors Stanl ey Augustin, Nordin
Hassan and Shamsul Sul ai man

Abdul Gani al so introduced Anwar's defence team conprising Raja Aziz
Sul ai man Abdul | ah, Chri st opher Fernando, Zai nur Zakaria, Gurbachan Singh
Pannu, Kamar Ai ni ah Kamarudi n and Sankara N. Nair.

Raja Aziz then applied for another lawer, Zulkifli Nordin, to be
included in the defence team The court allowed the application. Zulkifli
was recently rel eased froma brief detention under the Internal Security



Act .

Anwar, 51, who was until Sept 2 Deputy Prine Mnister, wore an open-
collared, l1ong-sleeved white shirt and dark col oured pants and appeared to
be in good spirits when he was escorted into the courtroomat 9.1lam He
arrived at the court at 8.20am and was held at the | ock-up in the basenent
of the building.

He kissed his wife, two daughters, nother, father and father-in-law He
al so enbraced other famly menbers, greeted his counsel and smiled at the
Press.

Anwar is also facing a fifth charge of corrupt practice and five charges
of sodony. The hearing dates for these charges have yet to be fixed.
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