17/ 09/ 1998

Anwar chal | enged to confront issue head-on

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - As Anwar | brahimincreased the tenpo of his roadshow,
his fornmer colleagues in the Government and Umo have chall enged himto
confront the issue facing hi mhead-on.

They say he should not skirt the i ssue by pronoting unrel ated agenda
like his call for refornmasi.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak urged himto concentrate
on the all egations agai nst himand not focus on other parties |ike the
pol i ce.

He said Anwar shoul d not harbour ill thoughts against the police force
as they (the police) were professionals who were only interested in
seeking the truth

"How can he (Anwar) liken our police to Israeli intelligence agencies?
The police are neutral," Najib, who is al so Education Mnister, said after
the mnistry's post-Cabi net neeting.

Anwar, who was sacked as Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance M nister on
Sept 2 and as Umo deputy president on Sept 4 for alleged noral
m sconduct, yesterday called on the police to use the rule of |aw and not
| aw of the jungle.

Anwar cl ai med t hat when police arrested his forner secretary Mhaned
Ahmad at the Finance Mnistry, Mhaned' s wife and fam ly nmenbers were
warned not to alert anybody. He had questioned the action, saying it was
i ke those adopted by the Israeli intelligence agencies, Shabak and
Mossad.

Dewan Negara president Tan Sri Mhaned Ya' acob, neanwhile, said he was
at a loss with the need for the so-called reformation novenent by Anwar as
Umo had on many occasions carried out refornms for the benefit of the
peopl e.

He al so urged the former Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M nister,
whom he described as "an individual with rational thoughts", to accept in
good faith his sacking.

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa said Anwar shoul d focus
more on "clarifying" the charges nmade against him rather than turning his
dism ssal from Governnment into a "political issue".

He asked why Anwar had neither brought up the issue of reformation nor
hi ghl i ghted gri evances he m ght have had on all eged i nstances of nepotism
or cronyi smwhen he was the Deputy Prinme Mnister.

Anwar shoul d not keep "harping on things that have nothing to do with
t he reason why he was di snissed from Government”, which was mainly his
noral m sconduct, he added.

Li kening Anwar to a harimau | uka (wounded tiger), Annuar said Anwar
shoul d "sober down and not be so enmptional" by accusing all and sundry,

i ncluding the police and judiciary, of conspiring against him

"Once the legal process is set in notion he would have to face reality
and the pertinent issues can no | onger be covered up by rhetoric," he told
a Press conference after handi ng out excellent service awards to his
mnistry's staff.

Annuar enphasi sed that the dism ssal of a Cabinet Mnister was the
prerogative of the Prinme Mnister.

"Under the | aw one has to prove a crine beyond reasonabl e doubt, but in
this case a slight doubt was sufficient for Anwar's renoval ," he said.

He al so said Anwar should refrain frominciting public sentinment and



inviting the public to play "judge" when in the first place the public was
not sure of the facts.

"He should al so not go around sayi ng the I ndonesi ans and those from
ot her countries "“supported him

"I have met several ministers in Indonesia. They may synpathise with him
but that does not necessarily mean they support him" he said, adding that
synmpat hy and support neant two different things.

Annuar earlier abandoned a prepared text to present an off-the-cuff
speech on how Anwar had changed his stance of 16 years in just 48 hours,
by attacking the very foundati ons of the Governnent.

Annuar said he had not made nany Press statenments on this issue to date,
as Anwar was his friend, but "enough was enough”

"l cannot stand back and see how hypocritical Anwar has beconme in his
attack of the Government, an institution he once appeared to support
whol eheartedl y," he said.

In Kual a Terengganu, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahmad sai d Anwar
shoul d not waste his tine, energy and nmoney by hol di ng roadshows whi ch can
affect the unity and harnony of the people.

He said if Anwar was a true Muslim he should tal k about things which
could unite the people and were good for the nation, especially efforts to
overcone the econom c probl ens.

"He nust be calmand patient. If he wants to talk, we have a place where
he can make his defence. If he still wants to tal k, he should not |oath
the Governnent, for the policies of which he was once al so responsi ble."

Wan Mokhtar said Anwar shoul d regard his renoval fromthe Governnent and
the party as "a test of his faith" and that he should believe that "God is
with those who are patient".

Wan Mokhtar was asked if Anwar would be allowed to give talks to the
public and if action would be taken agai nst the fornmer Umo deputy
president for hol ding ceramah in Terengganu

He said Anwar shoul d obtain the necessary pernmit before hol ding such
tal ks but advised hi magainst giving themas "it is not good for unity and
har nony".

"We have |l aws and conditions for such activity and | believe he is aware
of it," he added.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin said | eaders were
public figures whose behavi our and novenents al ways cane under the
scrutiny of the people and nust, therefore, have an unbl em shed character
and personality.

"They nust be clean and seen to be clean. They shoul d never be invol ved
or engaged in undesirabl e social or noral problens,” he added at the
| aunching of the Kota Mel aka Umo division bulletin, Sinar Kota.

Abu Zahar, who is also State Umo |iaison comrttee chief, said | eaders
must bear in mind that they should continue to uphold the policies of the
Governnent and party even when their services were no | onger needed. He
expressed regret over Anwar's nmove for reformation in order to gain
grassroots support.

In I poh, Perak Umo information bureau chief Datuk Ramy Zahari advised
di vision and branch | eaders to view the expul sion froma w der perspective
and not confine it to just two people - the party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Anwar .

He said the expul sion of Anwar was a disciplinary action and not just
any action taken by the party president.

( END)
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