01/ 07/ 1998
Anwar: Dai m s appoi nt ment shoul d be viewed positively

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid
today Tun Dai m Zai nuddin's return to the Cabi net woul d enhance the
collective role in managi ng the econony.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said that while the speculation it
stirred could not be avoided, Daims appointnent as Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent responsible for econom c devel opnment | ast week
shoul d be viewed positively.

"I don't see why the response (has to be) in the negative sense because
his position in the Cabinet will enhance the collective role.

"We should viewthis positively, to be seen to be working together to
stinmul ate the econony and sol ve probl ems," Anwar sai d when comenting on
specul ation that Dai m s appoi ntnent had weakened his (Anwar's) position.

Anwar said he and Dai m had been worki ng together for sonme tine, since
the latter's appointnment as executive director of the National Economc
Action Council.

"I'n the NEAC, the Prime Mnister is the chairman and | (amthe) deputy
and Daimis a permanent nenber in the Exco."

Anwar, who is also IlU president, had earlier chaired the Internationa
Islamic University's council neeting at its Gonbak canpus.

Asked whet her people were reading too nuch into Daims appoi ntnent,
Anwar said: "l see that there have been too many interpretations, which
cannot be avoi ded."

He said he was informed by the Prime Mnister on the appointment of
Dai m

He said he had been neeting Daimwi th officials or other nenbers of the
NEAC regularly, "in fact alnost daily" and di scussing ways to resol ve the
econom ¢ problemeffectively.

Anwar said he, thus, viewed Dains appointnment positively. "W have been
working in a team" he said, alluding to their roles in the NEAC

To anot her question, Anwar said the question of overlapping of duties
between Dai mand him"did not arise at all"

Dr Mahat hir, when asked by reporters | ast Thursday, had said that the
interests of the nation would take precedence in the event that there were
differences in policies between Anwar and Dai m

Daim the Finance Mnister from1984 to 1991, was sworn in as a M nister
on Friday. He is also the Econom ¢ Adviser to the Governnent.
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