19 SEP 1998
Anwar - Deny
ANVWAR DENI ES ENGAGQ NG | N SCDOWY, SAYS CHARGES FALSE

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 19 (Bernama) -- Former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimsaid today the confessions by two nen that they had had
sexual liaison with himare false and had been forced out of them

Denyi ng that he was involved in any of the activities that he is
accused of, Anwar said the guilty pleas by the two nen were nade under
"dire and cruel circunstances”

Anwar' s adopted brother, Sukma Darnmawan, 37, and his friend and forner
speechwriter, Dr Munawar A. Anees, 51, today pleaded guilty in the Sessions
Court to committing acts of gross indecency by allow ng thenselves to be
sodom sed by Anwar.

Anwar repeated that there was a political conspiracy at the highest
| evel to destroy his political career "by neans of character
assassi hation".

Speaki ng at a news conference at his house in Bukit Danmansara | ate
aft ernoon, hours after Sukma and Munawar appeared in court, Anwar
chal l enged the authorities to also arrest and charge himin court.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, who is al so
M ni ster of Home Affairs, should take i medi ate action to charge himso
that he hinself (Anwar) could fight to clear his nane instead of the
authorities intimdating the weak.

"My defencel ess adopted brother and nmy friend have both been
steanrolled into adm ssions of guilt w thout having had the benefit of
consultation with counsel and famly," he said.

"Is there a newtrend devel oping in Ml aysian | aw to get defencel ess
people to admit to despicable sexual practices in order to renove anyone
who i s seen as being an obstacle to schenmes of evil doers in power?" he
sai d.

Anwar again called for refornms in the crimnal justice systemand | ega
process, including the extensive police powers of investigation and
det enti on.

The former deputy prinme minister also criticised Inspector-General of
Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor whose attitude he said was clearly biased
and parti san.

Anwar sai d the charges agai nst Sukma and Munawar were only brought now
because of the grow ng suppport for him (Anwar).

On reports that he planned to lead a rally at Dataran Merdeka at 4 pm
tonmorrow, at about the same tine Queen Elizabeth Il will be at prayers at a
near by church, Anwar said he had been invited by several organisations to
be at the square.

"Do | need a pernmt to be at Dataran Merdeka?" he said.
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