29 SEP 1998
Par | i ament - Mahat hi r ( Anwar)
ANWAR DETAI NED UNDER | SA FOR | NCI TI NG RI OTS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- The Dewan Rakyat special sitting
today was told that forner Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m
i s detained under the Internal Security Act (I1SA) for trying to incite his
supporters to start riots.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said it was obvious that
t hrough his speech at the National Mbdsque here on Sept 20 Anwar had
inflamed the sentinents of his followers to create disturbances in severa
ar eas.

"As a well-known orator and a student |eader, he knows that what he
says can inflanme his supporters' feelings," he said replying to allegations
by Opposition Leader LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjung) relating to Anwar's
detention during debate on the Securities Industry (Central Depository)
(Amendnent) Bill 1998.

Soon after Dr Mahathir, who is also First Finance Mnister, finished
tabling the bill, Limstood up for debate and strai ght on spoke about
Anwar's detention accusi ng the governnent of acting unjustly.

Dr Mahathir then rose and replied that police had al ready infornmed
Anwar that the rallies he had been nounting were unl awful but Anwar ignored
t hese rem nders.

"Police would not use the | SA but when he chose the nosque to start
riots, this is wong," said Dr Mahathir, who is also the Home M nister.

The prime minister al so said anong the reasons for Anwar not being
produced in court nuch sooner was because of threats of massive rioting
nati on-w de.

"Anwar's wi sh was for ne to step down so that he would get away w t hout
being tried," he said.

Dr Mahathir said in nost countries it was normal for Cabinet nmenbers to
be di snmi ssed wi thout causing di sturbances.

House opposition nenbers, led by Lim frequently disrupted Dr
Mahathir's reply by hurling various accusations especially relating to the
action taken agai nst Anwar.

Besi des questioning the prime mnister's action even before charges
agai nst Anwar were heard in court, Limalso queried whether Dr Mahat hir had
proof that it was Anwar who instigated his supporters to riot.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar had not directly ordered his supporters to riot
but through his inflanmatory speeches he had clearly intended themto start
rioting.

The prinme mnister said it was wong for Anwar's supporters to use a
nmosque and chant holy verses to express support for himbecause a nosque is
a place for worship and not for political activities that inconvenience
ot hers who wanted to perform prayers.

Li mwas repeatedly rem nded by Deputy Speaker Datuk Ong Tee Kiat to
focus his debate on the bill after several governnment back-benchers rose in
obj ection to his deliberations.

When Li mignored the deputy speaker's rem nders, Ong then switched off
Lim s mcrophone and the MP for Kepong Dr Tan Seng G aw then took his turn
to debate the bill

Earlier, even before Dr Mahathir could begin his speech tabling the
bill, Karpal Singh (DAP-Jelutong) rose to nove a notion to adjourn today's
special sitting to tonorrow to enable nenbers go through the five bills to
be tabl ed during the two-day sitting.



However, Speaker Tun Mhanmed Zahir Isnail rejected Karpal's notion
saying that MPs had been given sufficient time to scrutinise all five bills
whi ch were distributed to themlast Saturday.
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