22 SEP 1998
LEAD Mahat hi r - Anwar
ANWAR DETAI NED UNDER | SA AS HE | NSTI GATED VI OLENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 22 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today police had i ntended to arrest and charge Dat uk
Seri Anwar Ibrahimin court but were forced to detain himunder the
Internal Security Act (1SA) when he instigated rioting.

"The fact is that he (Anwar) has been allowed to break the | aw many,
many tinmes. The climax was on Sunday when he instigated his followers to
riot," Dr Mahathir told a packed news conference at the Prime Mnister's
Depart nent here.

The prime mnister started off the news conference by explaining for
about 20 minutes Anwar's arrest and the Umo Supreme Council neeting
yest erday before taking questions fromlocal and foreign journalists.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Hone M nister and Umo president, said he
briefed the Suprene Council on the reasons for Anwar's arrest.

He however said that no matter how nuch he expl ai ned about Anwar's
arrest, certain quarters like the foreign media woul d not believe him

Dr Mahathir said it was clear that Anwar was stirring up enotions anong
his supporters to create a situation simlar to the one in |Indonesia which
saw Suharto resigning as President.

"They hope that way they can overthrow the governnment particularly

myself... He urged themto do danage to the peace and order in this city,"
he sai d.

Anwar was arrested under Section 73(1) (a) of the | SA by police at his
house on Sunday ni ght after leading an illegal rally and processi on which

| ater erupted into rioting.

The section provides for the detention of anyone acting in a manner
prejudicial to national security.

Anwar, who was sacked as Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M nister on
Sept 2, has been inplicated in various sexual offences.

Dr Mahathir said despite his detention under the | SA Anwar would stil
be charged in court when police had enough evi dence

The prime minister said it was not the intention of the police to
arrest Anwar under the | SA

"But due to his violent behaviour, they arrested hi munder the ISA ..
but | believe it is their intention to charge Anwar in the right manner,"”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar delivered an inflamuatory speech at an illega
gathering at Masjid Negara (the National Msque) instigating his
suppporters to riot.

"The police had to act," said the Prime Mnister, adding that he had
not expected Anwar to go that extent.

Even the police, he said, did not believe that there would be viol ence
and had been preparing to make an ordi nary arrest with proper charges.

Dr Mahathir said there was al so evidence that Anwar was trying to
create riots in other parts of the country.

He said the fact that when his supporters went to the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre | ast Sunday to create trouble and destroy an Umo exhibition proved
that they were not Umo nenbers.

"This is something which Umo nenbers will not do," he said.

He said Anwar's supporters had al so marched towards his residence in
Sri Perdana | ater Sunday night apparently with the intention of creating
nmore probl ens, including burning his house.



Dr Mahathir said Anwar took part in the rioting | ast Sunday to divert
attention fromthe real issues followi ng the confession by Anwar's adopted
brot her Sukma Darmawan and his friend Dr Munawar Anees that they had
al  owed Anwar to sodomi se them

Anwar al so knew that the police were busy on that day because of the
just-concluded 16th Commonweal t h Ganes, he said.

"Al so because he felt that the presence of |arge nunber of foreign
journalists (for the KL Ganes) will be good for his cause. And it has
worked for him" Dr Mahathir said.

"The (Anwar's) whole idea is to damage the good i mage of the country,
create | oss of confidence and portray Ml aysia as not stable,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar's intention was to have the police arrest him
under the I SA so that he coul d bl ane the governnment and hi nsel f as
practi sing ditatorship.

"Anwar's greatest fear is to be charged in court, then all he has done
will be reveal ed," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar has not sworn in the nosque to deny all the
al | egations agai nst him"although |I don't put nmuch val ue about Anwar's
swearing in the nosque."

"This man cannot be allowed to becone a | eader of this country. That is
what | told the Umo Suprene Council nenbers yesterday," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said the crowds at Anwar's assenblies were not all
made up of firmbelievers of Anwar.

Dr Mahat hir defended police action against |ast Sunday's rioters as
justified although some people were hurt.

On the detention of Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahnad Zahid Ham di, al so
under the I SA, he said he was not sure whether charges woul d be fil ed.

"It's up to the police," he said.

On Zahid's position in Umo, he said that would be for the party to
deci de.

The Prime Mnister said the situation in the country "is very nuch
stable and there is no need for anybody to worry."

He di sm ssed runmours that the governnment was planning to declare a
state of emergency.
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