17/ 06/ 1998

Anwar expl ai ns AMC concept to Kiwi group

DEPUTY Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi myesterday explai ned the
concept of the asset managenent company to a New Zeal and del egation | ed by
its Deputy Prime Mnister, to dispel specul ati on about the AMC bei ng set
up to assist only big conpani es.

Anwar net his New Zeal and counterpart Wnston Peters at his office.
Peters also called on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad | ater.

Treasury secretary-general Datuk Dr Aris Gthman said the New Zeal and
del egati on had asked if the AMC would only hel p big congl oner at es.

"The Deputy Prine Mnister (Anwar) explained to themthat there were
certain guidelines and principles, including that of transparency and
pr of essi onal i sm

"He al so expl ained that the AMC was not neant to be used for bail outs
and that the non-performng | oans to be taken over would not be only those
of big conpanies but al so of medi um sized ones."

He said Anwar al so asked New Zeal and to increase investrment and trade
between the two countries, and to i nport nore from Mal aysi a.

New Zeal and exports about RML billion worth of goods to Mal aysia while
its inports from Mal aysia anobunt to RVBOO nmillion. Ml aysia is New
Zeal and' s 10th |l argest trading partner.

He said Anwar al so briefed the del egati on about Malaysia's aimto
conduct intra-regional trade using the countries' respective currenci es.

Aris said the New Zeal and del egation also felt social and infrastructure
devel oprment shoul d not be negl ected, and were concerned about the socia
i npact of the sl owdown.

Leadi ng a 10-nenber del egation, Peters who is al so New Zeal and' s
Treasurer (Finance Mnister), arrived |ast night for a three-day official
visit.
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