18/ 10/ 1998

Anwar "~ gets special treatnent in prison

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahimis being given special treatnent at the Sungai
Bul oh remand prison while he awaits trial next nonth, Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d yest erday.

Al 't hough the | aw requires that everyone be given equal treatnment while

in prison, "I understand he is being treated like a VIP. He is given
speci al food, his accommpdation is different fromordinary prisoners.
Normal Iy, they put several prisoners in one cell, but I amtold he has a

special roomto hinself. He has a mattress and is treated very special."

Dr Mahathir said this in reply to a question about concerns expressed by
Phi | i ppi ne President Joseph Estrada and ot hers about treatnent for the
fornmer Deputy Prime Mnister since his arrest on Sept 20.

Dr Mahat hir believed that both Estrada and I ndonesian President B.J.
Habi bi e' s coments were based on reports by the Western nmedi a whi ch nmakes
out that Malaysia is undenocratic, unjust and unfair.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived in Tokyo yesterday for a five-day working
visit, nmet the Japanese nedi a. They included representatives from N hon
Kei zai Shi nbun, Maini chi Shinbun, Yom uri Shinbun, Asahi Shi nbun, Kyodo
News, Tokyo- Chuni chi Shi nbun, The Japan Times and N. H K

During the hour-long neeting, he was asked questions relating to Anwar,
Mal aysi a' s exchange rate controls, the financial crisis which started in
Thai | and and now t hreat ens the whol e world, hedge funds, the role of Japan
and the upcom ng Asia Pacific Econonic Co-operation neeting in Kual a
Lunpur.

Meanwhi | e, Ber nama quoted hi mas saying he would stay on as Prine
M nister for sone tinme after scrapping plans to retire at the end of the
year.

He said he was not sure how | ong he would stay on the job but he had to
give sonme tine for his successor to do his work before he could decide to
step down.
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