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Mahat hi r - Anwar
ANWAR 3 VEN SPECI AL TREATMENT | N PRI SON, SAYS MAHATH R

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Forner Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimis given special treatnent while under remand in prison
pending his trial next nonth, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d here today.

He said although the | aw requires that everyone nust be given equa
treatnment regardless of their position while in prison, " | have been nmade
to understand that he's being treated |ike a VIP"

"He's given special food, his acconmopdation is different fromordinary

prisoners.

" Normally of course, they put several people in one cell, I'"'mtold
that he has a special roomto hinself, he has mattress, he's treated very
special," said Dr Mahathir in an interview arranged for ei ght Japanese

medi a or gani sati ons here.

The prime mnister, nowon a five-day visit to Japan, was asked about
concerns expressed by I ndonesian President B.J.Habi bie and Phili ppi ne
Presi dent Joseph Estrada as well as human rights organi sati ons about the
treatnment for Anwar since his arrest on Sept 20.

Anwar, who was sacked on Sept 2, and subsequently arrested under the
Internal Security Act (1SA) follow ng street denonstrations by his
supporters, has since been rel eased from | SA detention but is under remand
in the Sungai Bul oh prison outside Kuala Lunpur pending his trial set to
begin on Nov 2 on four counts of corruption.

Duri ng the one-hour interview, Dr Mahathir was asked nmany times about
the police treatment for Anwar follow ng his appearance in court with
brui ses on his face and | eft eye, and reports that the two Asean | eaders
m ght skip next nonth's Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC) summit in
Kual a Lunpur out of synpathy for Anwar.

He said if Presidents Habi bie and Estrada decided not to attend the
APEC summi t, they woul d be missing something because it would di scuss some
very inportant economc matters given the economc crisis in the region.

But in jest Dr Mahathir said as someone who once boycotted the APEC
summt in Seattle in 1993, he could understand the feelings of Habibie and
Est rada

" 1 don't know President Estrada that well but | know Habibie. O
course it's true that he knows Anwar better than he knows ne, naturally
he's synpat hetic towards the former deputy prinme mnister but APEC i s about
econom ¢ nmatters and not about politics.

And he said it would be a "tragedy" if APEC was converted into a
political forumbecause if this was done, the forumwoul d be having a | ot
of differences.

On a suggestion by President Estrada that Anwar be placed under house
arrest and not treated |like a comon crinmnal, the Prime Mnister said :
"He's treated very special. | think M Estrada can go and see hi m whet her
the treatnent is right or not".

Asked about the shock felt in Japan and other countries about police
treatnent for a forner deputy prine mnister, Dr Mahathir said he was
equal Iy shocked hi nsel f because it was unusual for the police to harm
people in a way that the whole world would know as the inpression on the
police would be very bad.

He pointed out that there would be no cover-up on the ongoing
i nvestigations into the alleged police brutality on Anwar, adding that



there were even allegations he hinself had punched Anwar or that he had
aut horised the police to do the punching.

"This accusation is crazy... this thing happened in police custody so
we have to find out who had done it and woul d take the necessary action
agai nst the peopl e concerned."

Dr Mahathir said the report on the Anwar-bashi ng probe woul d be given
to the Attorney-CGeneral who woul d deci de on the next course of action.

"As far as the government is concerned, there' |l be no cover-up. It's
not good for the governnent," he said.

He rem nded the Japanese nedia that the Ml aysian court had ordered a
gag on public discussion on the guilt or innocence of Anwar's |egal case
and he was bound by this.

Turning to the APEC summt, he said he was told by United States
authorities that US President Bill dinton would be coming and so also is
Russi an President Boris Yeltsin.

Asked if he woul d have a one-to-one nmeeting with dinton, Dr Mahathir
said as host of the sunmit he would not have separate neetings with the
heads of governnent.

"The APEC neeting is a neeting of heads of government and not a neeting
bet ween one head and anot her," he added.
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