21/ 09/ 1998
“Anwar had conspired to bring down PM

Sar ban Si ngh

SEREMBAN, Sun. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanad | sa Abdul Samad sai d today
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mhad conspired to bring down Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad al t hough the forner Deputy Prine M nister had
claimed that there was a high-level conspiracy against him

Mohamad |sa said the claimwas a fabrication by Anwar who had failed to
answer all egations of sexual m sconduct against him

"We did not hear terns |like crony capitalismor nepotism previously
until Anwar spoke in the United States prior to this year's Umo genera
assenbl y.

"At first, we thought Anwar was referring to other countries but when he
adm tted that he had gone through Umo Youth chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahid
Ham d' s speech which the latter delivered at the | ast Umo general
assenmbly, it is now clear that Anwar had conspired to bring down Dr
Mahat hi r," he said.

Mohamad | sa was speaking to reporters after opening the 13th annual
general neeting of the forner graduates of the Ml acca Mal ay Teachers
Trai ni ng Col | ege t oday.

Ahmad Zahi d rai sed the i ssue of nepotismand cronyismat the recent Umo
general assenbly which pronpted party president Dr Mahathir to make public
the Iist of government contracts tendered out in recent years.

"I have al ways known that there is soneone behi nd Ahnad Zahid who is
maki ng use of him

"t herwi se, Ahmad Zahi d woul d have not been brave enough to raise the
i ssue at the Ummo general assenbly," he said, adding that Anwar's sacking
fromUmmo was a bl essing in disguise as the party did not wi sh to have
| eaders who were involved in sexual inproprieties.

Mohamad |sa said even a section of the local media was influenced by
Anwar and was trunpeting Ahmad Zahid's calls to bring an end to nepotism
and cronyi sm

He said al though Dr Mahat hir had been informed of Anwar's noral
m sconduct earlier, the party president had never believed the allegations
until recently.

Mohamd | sa said Dr Mahathir had so rmuch faith in Anwar that he had
reaffirmed his decision to appoint Anwar as his successor weeks before his
di sm ssal

"Dr Mahathir was inforned way back in 1993 of Anwar's noral m sconduct
but he dism ssed all these as a plot to bring down his deputy.

"Only after concluding his own investigations that Dr Mahathir is
convi nced that Anwar is involved in such imoral activities," he said.

Mohamad | sa sai d when al |l egati ons of nepotismand cronyi smwere first
rai sed, many thought that this would | ead to the resignation of Dr
Mahat hir as party president.

"But when Dr Mahathir nmade public the Iist of those given governnent
contracts at the Ummo assenbly, the issues of nepotismand cronyi smwere
no | onger raised," he said.

Mohamad | sa said Anwar had conspired to weaken Dr Mahathir's contro
over the party by raising these issues.

"To ne, a true leader like Dr Mahathir will always prevail. But there
are sone | eaders who try to hoodw nk the people into believing that they
are the true | eaders.

"Such |l eaders will not be around for long as the rakyat will know who



they really are,” he said.

Mohamad |sa said Umo nenbers who still showed synpathy for Anwar shoul d
make t heir stand.

"As Umo nenbers, we should have undi vided |l oyalty towards the party.
Leaders al ways come and go.

"But if one cannot accept the decision of the Umo suprene council to
expel Anwar, ny advice to themis to resign,” he said, adding that such
menbers should not wait to be expelled and then seek synpat hy.

He said one could not be an Umo nenber and at the sane tinme supported
Anwar .

Mohamad Isa said it was inmproper for Anwar to attack Umo, Dr Mahathir's
| eadershi p and the Governnent as he (Anwar) had been in the systemfor
nmany years.

He said Anwar had al so perfected the art of pre-enpting police and court
actions to his advant age.

"All these are to fool the people. But when two people admitted at the
Kual a Lunpur Sessions Court yesterday that they were sodom sed by Anwar,
the truth is slowy but surely com ng out now, " he said.

Mohamad | sa said Anwar had al ways avoi ded addressing al |l egati ons of
sexual inproprieties against himbut had instead spoken about i ntroducing
r ef or ns.
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