14/ 09/ 1998

“Anwar has nade an about-turn

JELI, Sun. - Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned today
said the Governnent was very di sappoi nted when sacked Deputy Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mreversed his standpoi nt agai nst
governnent policies al nbst overnight.

He said in a matter of days after the expul sion, Anwar changed his views
agai nst certain issues, particularly those involving national policies and
the country's system

When Anwar was still in the Governnent, he was very vocal in defending
government's policies, its systemand the inplenentation of those
policies, he said.

"I'n the past, he sonetines was the nunber one person who defended the
Gover nnent .

"But only because of his expul sion, which is due to his personal
probl em he has taken a 360-degree turn in his standpoint against the
Governnent," he told reporters at the Bukit Nangka Unmo of fice.

Must apa, who is al so Second Finance M nister, said the speed at which
Anwar's standpoi nt was reversed had al so posed a question nark anmong the
peopl e.

"W hope that he becomes nore rational and stop his plan to explain to
the people as this may further affect his position," he said.

Must apa al so said the country's present system including the judicial
system had the capability to deliver justice to Anwar

"He does not have to go here and there to defend hinsel f. But he chooses
to divert the people's attention by using other unrelated issues,” he
sai d.

In Penang, State Umo deputy chai rman Datuk Shariff Omar said today
certain quarters had tried to sabotage its nmeeting called on Sept 6 to
di scuss Anwar's expul sion

He said he had been told by sone divisional |eaders that they had
recei ved phone calls by sone peopl e who persuaded themnot to attend the
meet i ng.

Speaki ng after sending off Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, who
left for the United States on a week-1ong mssion to woo tourists and hi -
tech investors to Penang, Shariff said he knew those behind this attenpt
but declined to identify them

In Petaling Jaya, Umo supreme council menber Datuk |IbrahimAli said
Anwar's so-called reformati on novement was ai med at overthrow ng Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad by creating di sorder.

"He (Anwar) is not fighting for any social justice as he keeps on
repeating things which are not substantial and trying to divert the
public's view fromthe actual issue."
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