19 SEP 1998
Mohaned- Anwar
ANWAR HAS NO RI GHT TO CHALLENGE DR M TO QUI T - MOHAMED RAHVAT

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 19 (Bernama) -- Former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimhas no right to challenge Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to step down as it is the people's right to decide.

I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Mohamed Rahmat said Umo had given a big
mandate to Dr Mahathir as party president.

" What he (Anwar) is saying is his personal right. As long as party
menbers supported and have confidence in Dr Mahathir, the right cannot be
taken away by others... the people indeed have the right," he said.

He was conmenting on Anwar's statenent in Kuala Terengganu yesterday
that Dr Mahathir shoul d step down because he refused to heed the advice
fromthose around him

Earlier, Mhanmed visited the Tele Miltinmedi a Comruni cation Stati on,
Kurmpul an Sub Tek (conprising police, fire and rescue departnment and the
emergency rescue squad (Smart), National Stadiumand International Zone at
Bukit Jalil here today.

He said Umo nmenbers and the peopl e have pl edged overwhel m ng support
for Dr Mahathir

Their support woul d not wane even though there were chall enges, said
Mohanmed, who is also the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) secretary-general

" Wait for the general election (to see) whether his (Anwar) call to Dr
Mahathir to resign will be accepted or rejected by the people," he said.

Mohaned said Dr Mahathir had carried out his responsibilities well and
Umo wanted himto continue as party president and Prinme M nister.

" As for me, Dr Mahathir has to be there and we pray to God for his
good health to enable himto conplete his mssion for the nation," he
added.

Meanwhi |l e, in MELAKA, fornmer deputy prine mnister Tun Ghafar Baba said
Anwar had chal | enged Dr Mahathir to step down for his own personal rasons
and not in the interest of the people.

"Only Anwar has asked Dr Mahathir to resign, other people want the
prime mnister to be strong, healthy and to continue to lead,"” he told
reporters after a neeting with Umo veterans in Ayer Keroh to expalin the
econormi ¢ situation

He said that if there were people who wanted Dr Mahathir to resign as
prime mnister, the nost effective way woul d be to nake the call through
the Barisan Nasional (BM "but | have not heard anyone, be he a BN nenber
or | eader, asking Dr Mahathir to resign.”

Gnhafar said the country must always cone first in any struggle, the
country was nore inportant than the party and the party nmore i nportant than
the sel f.

Descri bing Anwar's canpai gning all over the country for reforns as
unheal thy, he said Anwar had an open forum nanely the courts, to express
hi s di ssatisfaction.
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