20/ 06/ 1998
Anwar: | didn't make any suggesti on of contesting presidency next year

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimsaid
today he did not make any suggestion to the effect that he woul d contest
the presidency at next year's party el ections.

Anwar told a Press conference at the end of the first day of the Umo
general assenbly that his statenent in Johor recently was m sinterpreted,
especially by the foreign nedia.

Dr Mahathir, who was al so present at the Press conference, said he would
support Anwar if there was a contest for the deputy president's post.

"We feel that if people want to have a contest, by all neans they can do
so but if there is any contest against ny deputy, | wll support the
i ncunbent,"” Dr Mahathir sai d when asked to coment on the call by sone
del egates that there should be no contest for the top two posts.

Clarifying his remarks in Johor, Anwar said: "At no tinme did | nmake any
reference to the possibility of ne challenging the president. It is only
the interpretation of some of you, particularly the foreign nedia.

"What | said in Johor was that while we recognise the role of the
currency traders and the flaws in the international financial system we
wi Il have to nmake the necessary adjustnents oursel ves.

"That we have been doi ng. W have been nmaki ng the necessary adj ustnments
by introduci ng sone new programes such as the setting up of the Asset
Managenment Conpany, foster good corporate governance as well as nore
effective and regul atory franework."

Anwar, who is also Deputy Prinme M nister, was asked whether he woul d
chal l enge the party president at Umo's el ecti ons next year.

He said he had nmade specific reference to the matter in his speech at
t he opening of the Youth and Wanita assenblies yesterday.

In his speech, Anwar called on party nmenbers to be united under Dr
Mahathir's | eadership to face the trying tines.

He said there was a need for all quarters to nmake sacrifices, refrain
frompronoting self-interest and avoid party factionalism

On why action had not been taken against former Perwaja Steel Sdn Bhd
managi ng director Tan Sri Eric Chia although it had been all eged that he
had comm tted crimnal breach of trust, Dr Mhathir said:

"W abide by the laws. The laws require sufficient evidence before
action is taken agai nst anyone. Wen there is enough evidence, we wll
act .

"We are not like certain countries where action is taken based on
suspi ci on and wi t hout evidence."

He said history had shown that the authorities acted on those who broke
the I aw al t hough they were said to be "cronies".

He said even during Tunku Abdul Rahnman's termof office, action was
t aken agai nst those guilty of w ongdoi ngs.

"The process of lawis in place and we have to followit. W cannot take
action agai nst anyone sinply because of our hatred, anger or suspicion."
Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on the statenent by Youth chief
Dat uk Ahnmad Zahi d Hami di yesterday that his son Mokhzani, who is the

nmovenent's treasurer, was a bridge between the Youth wing and the
| eader shi p.

"I don't think the Youth chief neant it this way because he is a nmenber
of the suprene council and there is no need for nmy son to be the bridge
bet ween t he council and the Youth novenent."



He said there was no need for his son to influence himbecause all
menbers of the suprenme council could speak freely at the council neetings.
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