21 SEP 1998
Anwar - | SA
ANWAR | BRAHI M MAY BE DETAI NED UNDER THE | SA

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 21 (Bernama) -- Fornmer Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim who was arrested at his house |ast night, nmay not be
charged in court today but detained under the Internal Security Act (ISA)

I nspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor, contacted by
Bernama early today, said that Anwar woul d not be produced before the court
to face charges today.

Kual a Lunpur Police Chief Datuk Kamarudin Mohamed Ali and Anwar's
| awyers | ast night said that Anwar was expected to be produced before the
Magi strate's Court here today.

Asked whet her Anwar woul d be detai ned under the | SA since he woul d not
be produced before the court today, Rahimsaid: "Yes...."

However, Rahi msaid that investigations would continue and he did not
dismss the possibility that Anwar woul d be charged in court sonetinme
| ater.

Asked for the reasons for Anwar's arrest, he said that the arrest was
made because Anwar was found to be involved in disrupting public order and
breaki ng the peace, here yesterday.

Rahi m decl i ned to di scl ose where Anwar is being detained but confirned
that he was taken to the Bukit Aman police headquarters |ast night.

He al so said that Negeri Senbilan Umo Youth chief Ruslan Kassim a
strong supporter of Anwar, was al so arrested | ast night as he was suspected
to be responsible for the disruption of public order.

Yest erday afternoon, Anwar addressed a gathering of thousands of his
supporters at the National Mdsque and | ater proceeded in a procession to
t he Merdeka Square.

Later, a group of his supporters nmade their way to the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre (PWC) where the Umo headquarters is |ocated and created a
di stur bance causi ng sone danmage to property.

They then marched to Sri Perdana, the official residence of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in Jal an Damansara where t hey
becane unruly and the police were forced to fire tear gas and water
cannons.

Anwar was renmoved fromthe Cabinet on Sept 2 and expelled from Umo the
followi ng day for alleged noral m sconduct. Last Saturday, two nen pl eaded
guilty in the Sessions Court to having been sodonm sed by Anwar.

Since his dismssal, Anwar has | aunched what he terned as a
"reformati on novenment” and addressed a series of public rallies w thout
police permts.

On the allegations by Anwar's | awers that the police were rough when
maki ng the arrest, Rahimsaid that such allegations were nerely to
hi ghlight alleged police brutality.

Meanwhi | e, thousands of Anwar's supporters gathered peacefully at the
prenises of the Magistrate's Court in Jalan Raja this norning.

However, up to 1lam Anwar was still not brought to court.

Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Ismail, and his | awers were at
the court prenises since 9am

The police were on standby and the situati on was under control.
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