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Anwar: | gnore foreign nedia specul ations

Pat vi nder Si ngh; Tony Emmanuel

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sat. - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimsaid
seni or Bank Negara officials have given an assurance to the Prinme M nister
and hinmsel f of their cooperation in continuing national policies to revive
t he econony.

Anwar said the senior officials had met himand Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t hi s norni ng.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said the people should ignore
foreign nedia speculation that a third senior executive had purportedly
resi gned fromBank Negara and a fourth was under pressure to | eave.

"There is nuch to do ... let us not waste tine paying heed to
specul ations in the foreign nedia."

He added that the nation should remain united and support the Prine
M ni ster and the Government in carrying out neasures to revive the
econony.

The Agence France Presse report canme in the wake of the tendering of
letters of resignation of the central bank governor Tan Sri Ahnmad Mbhanead
Don and his deputy, Datuk Fong Weng Phak, on Thursday. The resignations
are effective Sept 1.

"Those (senior Bank Negara officials) remaining behind net the Prine
M ni ster and nysel f, assuring us of their cooperation in continuing with
all that is required in the central bank," he told reporters at the
Sel angor Turf C ub Equestrian and Sports Centre in Sungei Besi.

Acconpani ed by his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |Ismail and their
children, Anwar, who is Ml aysi an Equi ne Council president, officiated the
Nati onal Horse Show.

In areport filed fromhere, AFP said Bank Negara consul tant WAn
Nor hayati Wan | brahi mhad al so decided to resign, with effect from
Tuesday, returning to Mal ayan Banki ng Berhad where she was previously
enpl oyed. (Wan Norhayati has clarified that she did not resign).

The report, quoting unidentified bank officials, said the focus of
attenti on was now novi ng to associ ate governor Abdul Mirad Khalid,
foll owi ng the appoi ntnent of Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz as acting governor

"l have not received any information about such resignations,” Anwar
sai d.

Asked when a new governor woul d be appoi nted, Anwar replied that the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar has consented to Zeti's appoi nment as
acting governor.

"She woul d continue as acting governor and | have full confidence in her
carrying out her responsibilities."

Pressed further to comment on possi ble candidates to take up the
position as governor, Anwar said: "There is no new appointnment ...we have
given her our full support and have faith in her carrying out her duties."

Asked for his advice to those who interpreted recent devel opnents as a
political manoeuvre during the current econom c probl ens, Anwar replied:
"W cannot stop them from naki ng speculations ... But we have to be
focussed on reviving the econony."

Asked if Ahmad Don and Fong had given reasons for their resignations,
Anwar said they had not.

"When the letters were submtted (and they were firmw th the decision),
| consulted the Prine Mnister and we agreed that we shoul d accept the
resignations,” Anwar said.
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