12/ 01/ 1998
Anwar: It's proof of confidence in the region

Badrul Hi sham Mahzan; Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Wiile waiting for the fourth Pacific Dial ogue which
begi ns here tonmorrow, | eading foreign participants who arrived today took
the opportunity to engage in talks with Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, net United States Secretary of
Def ence W1 Iiam Cohen, Thai Deputy Foreign Mnister Dr MR Sukhunbhand
Pari batra and former American State Secretary Henry Kissinger at the
Pal ace of the Col den Hor ses.

Speaki ng to newsnen after the tal ks, Anwar said the presence of high
ranki ng del egati on nenbers to the dial ogue, particularly fromthe US
suggested the country's confidence in the region.

Expressing satisfaction with the good attendance to the di al ogue, he
said this was significant especially in view of the current economc
probl em

The two-day di al ogue, to be chaired by Anwar and organi sed by the
Mal aysian Institute of Strategic and International Studies, is an annua
gat hering of prom nent regional econom c and security experts.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will deliver a keynote
address at the opening session. Atotal of 75 participants, representing
countries in the Pacific rim are attending the dial ogue.

He said: "Anobng those who have turned up are Defence Secretary Cohen,
Ki ssi nger and American International Goup chairman Maurice G eenberg.”
Cohen i s acconpani ed by seni or US Defence Departnent, Departnent of

State and National Security Council officials including Assistant
Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs (State) Stanley Roth and
Assi stant Secretary for Public Affairs (Defence) Kenneth Bacon.

Cohen wi Il speak on regional security and defence cooperation on the
first day of the dial ogue while Anwar and Senator WIlliamV. Roth will
tal k on econonic and financi al cooperati on.

The first session, to be co-chaired by Anwar and Cohen, will see six
speakers deliberating on the theme "Cel ebration of CGvilisations:
Practical Steps in Diverse Asia Pacific".

Anwar said he was satisfied with his nmeeting with G eenberg who had
expressed his confidence in the Mal aysi an econony and his desire to
continue investing in the country.

The Deputy Prine M nister added that he explained to Geenberg the
Governnent policies on the arrangenent agreed with the Wrld Trade
Organi sati on concerning forei gn-owned i nsurance conpanies in the country.

( END)
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