17/ 09/ 1998
Anwar pressured us to stop probe, says | GP

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Inspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor said
today Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhad put pressure on the police to stop
their investigations into two poi son-pen letters in August |ast year in an
attenpt to ensure that he was not inplicated.

He said Anwar, then the Deputy Prime Mnister, was practically
"breat hi ng down our necks" and wanted the police to do sonmething to ensure
all egations of his (Anwar's) sexual inproprieties nentioned in the letters
woul d | ead to nowhere, thus not tarnishing his nane.

In a separate devel oprment, police arrested Anwar's forner private
secretary Mohaned Azmin Ali this nmorning. Crimnal |nvestigation
Depart ment director Datuk Yaacob Mohd Amin, who confirned the arrest,
decl i ned further coment.

Speaki ng after inspecting the new police nmuseum at Taman Tasi k Perdana,
Rahi mrepeated his earlier statement that police had gathered "nmssive
evi dence" and woul d be chargi ng Anwar in court soon

He al so said police took offence to Anwar's renmarks which |ikened police
action in arresting his former aides and friends to those of the Israel
intelligence agencies, the Shabak and t he Mssad.

The Shabak or Shin Bet is the Israeli internal security agency while
Mossad deal s with espi onage

"This (lsrael) is a very sensitive word in the country. W could
understand if (out of anger) he were to accuse us of acting |ike pirates
but comparing us with the Israelis is unacceptable.”

Sayi ng that he was conpelled to explain and defend the action taken by
his officers who had been working hard to conplete the investigations,
Rahi m advi sed Anwar not to "step beyond the limt" in criticising the
pol i ce.

He said Anwar had made nmany statenents which made the police uneasy and
unconfortable in their investigations which had been carried out fairly,
when Anwar was in, and now out of the Covernnent

Anwar, who was sacked as Deputy Prinme Mnister and Finance M nister on
Sept 2 and subsequently expelled fromUmo for alleged noral nmi sconduct,
yesterday called on the police to use the rule of the | aw and not | aw of
the jungle.

He clai med that when police arrested his fornmer secretary Mhaned Ahmad
at the Finance Mnistry, Mhanmed's wife and famly nmenbers were warned not
to al ert anyone.

He had questioned this alleged action, saying it was |i ke those adopted
by the Israeli intelligence agenci es.

Rahi m al so expressed surprise over Anwar's change in attitude towards
the police, saying he had been "confortable" with the force when he was in
t he Government.

"But now, since wearing a different hat, his attitude, perception and
i mpressi on of us have changed.

"Qur action nowis neither nore or | ess than what we have done before,"
he said, adding that the police had not changed their "hat" just because
Anwar was no | onger in the Governnent.

On the nuseum Rahimsaid it would be officially opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Cct 1.

Cccupying the former Federal police nmess near the National Planetarium
it cost RMA.9 mllion to renovate the building and set up the nmuseum



He said the police force had a Iong history and the nuseum coul d becone
a referral centre for those interested to know nore about the force.
"The exhibits will be changed periodically. W also plan to organi se
ot her activities such as talks by forner police officers involved in the
fi ght agai nst conmuni st insurgency."”
( END)
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