08/ 08/ 1998

Anwar quashes talk of himquitting as Fi nance M ni ster

DEPUTY Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi myesterday quashed runours
that he was stepping down as Finance M nister.

"I have this (runmours) going on for sone time now fromthe nedia..
there is no basis to them" he said.

On his relationship with Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad, Anwar said he
meets the Prine Mnister every day to di scuss w de-rangi ng i ssues,

i ncl udi ng neasures to address the probl ens faced by the econony.

"There is no rift between us. W neet on a daily basis and decisions are
made together. As Prinme Mnister and chairman of the National Economc
Action Council (NEAC), we take cogni sance of (Dr Mahathir's) views.

"The NEAC executive committee, conprising the Prine Mnister, (Specia
Functions M nister) Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and nysel f, neet to discuss issues

frankly. Normally, | would al so have a chat with Dr Mahathir on issues not
related to NEAC," he said.
"I assure you... there is norift between us," he told about 60 |oca

and foreign journalists at a press conference in Kuala Lunmpur called to
announce details of the Corporate Dent Restructuring Conmittee.

"You shoul d appreciate that we are dealing with a very difficult
situation... which involves the entire Cabi net and the NEAC neets daily.

"It is ajoint effort. W discuss and deliberate on major issues
toget her and the focus is on econonmic recovery," Anwar said.

On whether runmours of a rift mght affect economc recovery efforts, he
sai d:

"You cannot stop people frominstigating or discussing or spreading
runours.

"For exanple, | called for this press conference on corporate debt
restructuring but I hear that sone people believed it could be related to
my position as Finance Mnister."

Anwar stressed that he is firmy in charge of the Finance Mnistry and
that Daim s appointnment to the Cabinet is the Prime Mnister's
prerogative
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