10/ 09/ 1998
Anwar: Reason given not a surprise

Ei rmal asar e Bani

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahi msaid he had expected "noral m sconduct" to be
used as the reason for himto be disnissed fromhis Cabinet and party
posts.

"It was di scussed during the Umo Suprene Council neeting | ast week. It
is not new," he said when addressing his supporters at his house in Bukit
Damansar a yest er day.

He was asked to conment on the statenment made by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir, at a briefing for Umo divisional Wanita and Yout h | eaders,
said Anwar was renmoved from governnent and party posts based on nora
grounds, not economic or political differences.

Asked whet her he was satisfied with the explanation, Anwar said: "I
don't want to conment.

"All I want is to discuss with the people. You (the reporter who asked
the question) discuss with the Prine Mnister," he said.

Asked whether there is a possibility of a reconciliation between himan
Dr Mahathir, Anwar said: "I did not divorce him he divorced ne."

Anwar al so said he believed that nmany proninent figures are not visiting
himfor fear of being bl acklisted.

He al so refuted Dr Mahathir's statement that he is purposely trying to
gain synpathy fromthe public and is asking to be arrested.

"I don't want to be arrested. | have enough experience on this," he
sai d.

Later at a press conference, Anwar said he has yet to receive any notice
fromthe Umo Suprene Council on his expulsion fromthe party.

Asked how he was enptionally, Anwar said: "I have been dismi ssed for a
week and how am| taking it enmptionally?

"I must say that | amcoping very well. O course, ny routine has
somewhat changed. | amnot in the position to | eave the house with the
streamof visitors ... but I"'meternally grateful to the public, a few
corporate | eaders and even sone politicians who have given nme the
opportunity to explain."

He al so said that he has to learn to accept his present situation.
( END)
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