21/ 09/ 1998

Anwar : Rebel wi thout a cause

ANWAR | brahim the nman who was accused in court yesterday by two of his
friends of sodom sing themhad certainly gone too far. In a clear attenpt
to incite the peopl e agai nst the Governnent, Anwar today held two illega
assenblies - one at the national nosque and | ater at Dataran Merdeka. He
t ook advantage of the weekend crowd coupled with those who were there for
the Queen's visit. These assenblies cone hot on the heels of other
assenblies he has held around the country. In addition to this,
encouragi ng and inciting supporters to march to the Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's residence is definitely a treacherous act.

He know ngly and deliberately violated the laws and continued to incite
the people. He taunted the authorites and police. He has also tried to
incite hatred anong the people for the very Governnment in which he was
once a high ranking nenber. His followers were also clearly belligerent
and had intimdated the authorities and police to arrest him Such a show
of rowdyi smand vandalismw || not endear the Ml aysi an public to Anwar,
much | ess gai n any support.

Despite his open challenge to the police, the police nmust be comrended
for the restraint they have shown. They have al so acted responsibly and
have hel ped ensure security, |aw and order. Ml aysians and visitors to the
country have not been i nconveni enced even t hough this has been one of the
obj ectives of Anwar via his illegal public rallies.

What is his problen? H s actions denonstrate his gross di srespect and
contenpt for the people besides the | aw and order of a civil society.
There is only one problem- Anwar's questionable character. The probl em of
Anwar, really, is Anwar hinself. He is at war with hinself. He is a rebe
wi t hout a cause. The fact that two of his closest friends have confessed,
in court, that he sodoni sed them nmakes hima desperate man. This makes him
to want to divert attention of the general public away fromhis persona
and despi cabl e behavi our.

The probl ens faced by Anwar today are those of his own naking. His fal
fromgrace is also his own doing - a Geek tragedy in its truest form He
is a desperate man. But it does not mean that he can do what he |likes and
di srupt the peace and harnony in the country.

No one is above the law. And no one should be allowed to weak havoc and
undernine the social fabric of society. No one should be allowed to
threaten the very foundation of the nation that has been built over the
years with bl ood, hard work, sweat and tears. The police, |ike the rest of
t he peopl e, have taken enough of the diversions and nonsense from Anwar.
He has been deliberately trying to create chaos when the country is
pl ayi ng host to visitors, including Queen Elizabeth Il who is here to
cl ose the Commonweal th Ganes. How can Anwar, who clainms to be "the | eader
of the people" be one when he does not even respect the |aw of the |and
hinsel f? A | eader of the people has to | ead by exanple. But he has been
trying to disrupt law and order in the country since the Ganes started
| ast week. How irresponsi ble can one be? This is the tinme when al
energi es shoul d be chanell ed towards reviving the econony, to ensure that
the livelihood of the people is not disrupted and underni ned.

Anwar's actions only go to show, and i ndeed prove, the irresponsible and
the wi cked nature of a drowning and utterly selfish man. Wul d Ml aysi ans
accept such an individual as their |eader, who will definitely | ead them
down the path of destruction, | awl essness and irresponsibility? The answer



must surely be a resoundi ng NO
( END)



	Anwar: Rebel without a cause (NST 21/09/1998)

