22/ 06/ 1998
Anwar reiterates his loyalty to Dr M

k Suat Ling; Azrani Rustan Shahrum Sayuti

DEPUTY Ummo president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi myesterday reiterated his
support and loyalty to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad saying that party
and national unity was of paranmount inportance and not personal agenda or
factions.

He said Umo should not allow any attenpt to split and destroy the
party's unity.

He said Umo nmenbers shoul d support the Prime Mnister not only at the
ti me when the econony was strong and good but also at a tinme when the
econony was bad.

He said Umo nmenbers should send out a clear nessage to the opposition
that they would remain united and stand steadfastly behind Dr Mahathir

Di spelling runmours of his rift with the party president, Anwar said he
never had any intention of questioning the integrity of the party | eader

"But does this nean that | do not have any freedon?," he asked when
wi ndi ng up the debate at the end of the three-day Umo general assenbly.

He said his speeches and statenents were often nisinterpreted especially
by the foreign nmedia as contradictory to that of the Prime Mnister.

He said they mght be saying things in different tones but in principle,
they were simlar

Anwar also told the assenbly of an attenpt by an editor of a foreign
magazi ne to put himat |oggerheads with the Prine Mnister by asking hima
"naughty" question on why he did not chall enge Dr Mahathir.

Anwar said he was careful so as not to fall into the trap and told the
editor that Dr Mahathir was his | eader and he had pl edged his loyalty to
hi m

And to show his undi vided support and loyalty to Dr Mahathir, Anwar read
out a "pantun" which reads:

Anak Mel aka nenj erat merbah,

Jerat di pasang di tengah kebun,

Setia saya tak pernah berubah

Hanya orang nenabur racun

This was foll owed by anot her whi ch warns agai nst any attenpt to
underm ne his loyalty and support to Dr Mahathir

Ada saudagar pergi ke kebun,

Si nggah di kedai nenbeli sayur,

Bai k- bai k menabur racun,

Sal ah silap tertelan sendiri.

(END)
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