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Anwar renoved on noral grounds, says Dr M

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahi mwas renoved fromthe Cabinet and expelled by Umo
| ast week on noral grounds, not because of economic or political
differences, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad says.

Speaking to reporters after briefing Umo representatives of Umo
di vi sions and branches in Kual a Lunpur yesterday, he said the police had
conducted i nvestigations into allegations agai nst Anwar and he too had
| ooked into the nmatter.

"I did my own investigations and | am convinced... (concluding that) he
(Anwar) is not qualified to |l ead the country," he said.
"I't is not because of differences over politics or the econony... his

character does not qualify himto becone a | eader of the country," he
said, stressing that there was no high-level political conspiracy as
cl ai med by Anwar.

"I explained (to Umo | eaders and nenbers) the events which occurred and
how finally | concluded that there was substance to the allegations," Dr
Mahat hi r added.

He however woul d not disclose details, saying "it is not a pleasant
t hi ng".

"I amsorry that it has cone to this... | was thinking of retiring this
year ... | went off (for a vacation overseas) |ast year to give him
(Anwar) the chance to | ead the country,"” he said.

"If not for the economic problenms... | would have stepped down but
unfortunately, | think | need to stay back to | end sonme of ny experience
to solve the problens."

Responding to a question froma foreign journalist regarding Anwar's
al l egations of a conspiracy, Dr Mahathir said: "I can't say... | don't
know... what | knowis sufficient to tell ne that he is no | onger suitable
to be a leader in this country.”

On the suggestion that Anwar was renoved because he m ght vie for the
president's post in the Umo el ections next year, Dr Mahathir said it was
basel ess. "I can defend nyself."

It was al so not because of differences over econom ¢ management. Even if
there had been, "I amquite sure | could bring himaround to accept mny
views and ny way of thinking".

It is the "allegations about the other things (noral issues) that
bothered nme... | cannot accept that... this country cannot accept."

On whether there is a chance for Anwar to be reinstated in his
Governnment and party posts, Dr Mahathir said: "No, not a hope."

Asked if Anwar would be arrested, he said: "That is not nmy problem It's

up to the (law enforcenent) authorities... but he (Anwar) has been
courting arrest, and preferably under the | SA (I nternal Security Act) so
that he will be regarded as a martyr ... certainly it will give hima | ot
of publicity."

Asked if he intends to explain the decision to the public, he said: "I
don't think | need to ... over tine they will understand (the decision

was) based on facts."

Earlier, speaking to reporters after opening the Comobnweal th
Associ ati on of Public Adm nistrati on and Managenent Bienni al Conference in
Bangi, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent has no plans to appoint an acting
deputy prinme mnister.

He al so rul ed out bringing next year's party el ections forward.
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