03/ 09/ 1998

Anwar renpved as DPM Fi nance M ni ster

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahi mhas been renoved as Deputy Prine Mnister and
Fi nance M nister, and all posts he was holding in those capacities.

The Prime Mnister's Departnent, in a three-paragraph statenent rel eased
to Bernama | ate yesterday, said Anwar no | onger held these posts from
5.30pm yesterday. The Yang di - Pertuan Agong has been i nf ornmed.

Aletter inthis effect was delivered to Anwar at his residence by a top
government official at about 7pm

The letter, dated Septenber 2 1998, reads:

"I't is hereby announced that Yang Berhormat Dato' Seri Anwar bin | brahim
has been renpbved fromhis posts as Deputy Prine Mnister and M nister of
Fi nance, and al so other positions held by Yang Berhornmat Dato' Seri Anwar
in his capacity as Deputy Prine Mnister and M nister of Finance.

"The renoval of his posts takes effect today, Septenber 2 1998 at
5. 30pm

"Seri Paduka Bagi nda Yang di - Pertuan Agong has been inforned of his
renoval fromthe posts."

The statenent did not give any reason for the dismnssal.

Anwar's fate as Umo deputy president is expected to be known when the
party's supreme council neets tonight. The neeting was originally
schedul ed for Septenber 8.

The party's ruling body is expected to either suspend his nenmbership or
renove hi mal toget her

There is no i Mmedi ate comment fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad or Anwar .

Anwar, 51, succeeded Tun Ghafar Baba as the Deputy Prine Mnister in
Decenber 1 1993. He was appoi nted Finance M nister on March 15 1991
repl aci ng Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

He was brought into the Government in 1982 in a nove seen as a politica
coup by Dr Mahathir. Anwar was then appointed as Deputy Mnister in the
Prime M nister's Departnent.

Bet ween 1983 and 1991, he hel d several Cabinet portfolios: Culture,
Youth and Sports M nister (1983-1984), Agriculture Mnister (1984-1986)
and Education M nister (1986-1991).

He al so served as acting Prime Mnister and Hone M nister for three
mont hs from May 9 1997 when Dr Mahathir took a three-nonth | eave

Anwar was al so the chairman of the Cabinet Conmittee on Mal practices in
the Governnent, deputy chairman of the National |nformation Technol ogy
Counci| and deputy president of the National Tel ecomuni cation Counci l

Earlier this year, he was appoi nted deputy chai rman of the Nati onal
Econoni ¢ Action Council (NEAC).

He was naned chai rman of the Devel opnent Council of the World
Bank/ I nternational Monetary Fund in April this year for a two-year term

He has been president of the International I|slamc University since
1988.

Anwar joined Umo in 1982 and rose to becone the party's vice-president
from 1987 to Novenmber 4 1993.

He nade Umo deputy president effective Novenber 4 1993 after Ghafar
resigned fromthe post in Cctober of that year. He was al so chai rman of
the party's nanagenent and discipline comrttee and an Umo trustee.

Anwar is the Permatang Pauh Menber of Parlianment, having won the seat in
1982 and the foll owi ng general el ections since.



Late |l ast night, Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor,
speaki ng at a press conference, said Anwar was not under arrest.

"He is free to | eave the house,"” he said.

Abdul Rahi msaid investigations are currently under way based on the
police reports nmade about the book entitled "50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak
Bol eh Jadi PM ("50 Reasons Wy Anwar Cannot Becone PM).

He said police have sealed Anwar's offices at the Prime Mnister's
Departnment and the Finance Mnistry.

Abdul Rahimsaid the situation is under control and that the police wll
"act according to the situation".

"Based on the reports, besides the crowd at the residence of the Prine
M ni ster and Anwar, there are no signs of tension in the country," he
sai d.
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