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Anwar: Resilience of people will hel p overcone probl ens

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mtoday
expressed confidence in the resilience of Mal aysians in overcom ng
econom ¢ probl ens.

Describing the current situation as "the nost difficult in our post-

I ndependence history”, he said he has trust and belief in the resilience
of Mal aysi ans.

"If we give themthe right understandi ng, discipline and resolve, we can
overcone (the problens). Sone say it is not possible.

"But this country was once downtrodden and conpletely marginalised in
the international econom c environnent, yet in a matter of five years to
one decade, we noved up the | adder and very fast.

"There is no reason why we cannot do this again," he said when opening
the MuslimLeaders' Forumorgani sed by the International |slamc
University at the Putra World Trade Centre.

About 200 Muslimcomunity | eaders, professionals and scholars from al
over the world are attending the forum

Anwar said the Mal aysian conunity has to renmain united as these
difficult tines require genuine efforts and resilience.

Saying that there were those who nerely harped about struggle and those
who were actually committed to it, Anwar rem nded the people that the road
ahead woul d be full of chall enges.

"Once comritted, we must accept that it is a daunting task. If anyone
imagines it will be easy, they will be frustrated,” he said.

Anwar al so said international arrangenents have to be adjusted as they
now favoured the rich econonm es whil e marginalising the poor.

He said just as full disclosure and transparency were dermanded of
devel opi ng countries, the sane should be equally required of internationa
institutions |ike hedge funds and currency traders.

Noti ng that the econom c crisis has been blamed on the fundanental s of
the countries of the region, Anwar said fundamental s al one coul d not bring
about such destruction.

On clainms of corruption and excesses, he said even if these were the
sins of a few | eaders, the whole society should not be condemmed to abj ect
poverty.

Speaking of difficulties facing Muslins worldw de including civil strife
and conflict, Anwar said there was a need for greater understandi ng.

Towards this end, he said universities should inculcate the | ove of
scholarship for itself rather than the acquisition of know edge nerely as
arite of passage towards graduation.

Wi | e education had to be relevant to present-day demands, it shoul d
al so i ncul cate an understandi ng of val ues.

Asked | ater about the "shocking" nmeasures to revive the econony referred
to by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Sat urday, Anwar
woul d only say:

"W wi Il announce | ater the nmeasures on the econony. W are di scussing
them ™"

Dr Mahat hir, when addressing the people of Sabah on Saturday, had said
t he peopl e should be prepared to accept further neasures which night be
"shocki ng" to overcone the econom c probl ens.

He had said the nmeasures were strictly ained at expediting the recovery
pr ocess.
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